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ORBIT students who expressed an interest in studying STEM subjects at University will 

have received an email recently which highlights the Headstart scheme. The EDT Trust 

runs residential courses at Universities around the country in a range of STEM subjects, 

and come highly recommended by previous Thorpe students who have attended! 

Download the brochure by clicking here. There are programmes for Y12/13 students  

interested in the sciences and engineering, and the “Inspire”  scheme for Y11 girls, to  

encourage you to consider the STEM career pathway. 

Look out for more information when the applications go live! 

Act fast—the deadlines are tight, and competition for places is fierce! 

Higgs Bosons, Black Holes and the Structure of Space 
Thanks to the generosity of the Norfolk Cambridge Society, we were able to secure tickets to a talk given by Andy 
Parker, Professor of High Energy Physics and Head of the Cavendish Laboratory at Cambridge. 
The lecture was held in the Blake Studio at Norwich School. We invited four ORBIT students 
along based on their expressed interest in the Sciences. 

In an entertaining lecture that included hosepipes, rubber band guns and the alarming revela-
tion that we are all just fluctuations in the quantum field, Prof Parker explained his research to 
an audience of Cambridge Alumnae and interested Sixth Form students.  

Having worked at CERN for six years, Prof Parker returned to Cambridge where he now runs what might be the 
most famous lab in the world. He still works with the Hadron Collider, where he and his team create tiny temporary 
black holes to see what particles they can detect as the phenomenon collapses. He reassured his audience that the 
black holes last nano-seconds, and there is no danger to life or limb. 

After the lecture, there was a chance for our students to talk with Prof Parker at a reception held in the Refectory.  

The next lecture will be in January, where Sir Christopher Greenwood will be the guest speaker. We will send invita-
tions to Y13 students registered with the ORBIT programme soon—invitations will be sent to students who have 
expressed an interest in studying History, Politics or International Relations, and tickets will be on a first come, first 
served basis. 

For your Diary 

The Sixth Form Open Evening is on the 30th October. We will be holding a Year 11 Parents’ Briefing at 

6pm in the PACE, where we will introduce ourselves and our programme. We are in the LRC through-

out the evening, ready to answer your questions and chat about your plans. 

 

 

Katy Lewis, from Gonville and Caius College, will be visiting us on 4th November. Y12/13 ORBIT students 

will receive invitations to come to meet with her for specific workshops being held through the  

afternoon. Caius is our Partner College, and we work closely with their outreach team as part of our  

programme. 

https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/4517c8_7543e118813d4fa3870f283f2e3157a5.pdf
https://www.alumni.cam.ac.uk/events/norwich-higgs-bosons-black-holes-and-the-structure-of-space

