
 

Curriculum Overview for Modern Foreign Languages (French, German and Spanish) – Year 8 

When? What? Why? How? Support  

Module 1 In German students will 
revise and extend their 
ability to express and 
understand opinions by 
talking about their TV, 
cinema and reading habits 
and preferences.  They will 
develop their cultural 
knowledge by learning 
about ‘Tag der deutschen 
Einheit’. 
 
In French, students will 
learn to talk about their 
school subjects, school 
day, timetable, give 
opinions and describe the 
school. They will also talk 
about food at school.  
 
In Spanish, students will 
discuss their school day, 
subjects they are studying, 
what their school is like 
and giving opinions on 
different areas of the 
school. They will also learn 
to tell the time in Spanish. 

This revises Year 7 work on 
opinions and adds a further 
range of topics about which 
students can speak and write. 
The topics prepare students 
for the GCSE curriculum. 

As in Year 7, students will be expected 
to learn vocabulary and will be tested 
regularly.  For each module, there will 
be a grammar test and  assessments in  
2 skills (Listening, Speaking, Reading, 
Writing).  
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Module 2 In German, students will 
learn about food, drink and 
exercise; they will describe 
their current habits and 
future intentions, as well 
explain what one should 
do to keep healthy..  They 

These topics give students 
language and ideas which 
allow deeper development of 
grammar points and  allow 
them to start using different 
tenses. 

As always, students will be presented 
with a range of spoken and written 
material and will be developing their 
ability to understand and manipulate 
language in the four skill areas 
(Reading, Speaking, Listening and 
Writing). 
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will also learn about 
traditional German foods.  
Students will develop their 
cultural knowledge by 
learning about Christmas in 
Germany and  studying the 
film ‘Bella Martha’. 
 
 
In French, students will talk 
about where they live and 
what they can do there.  
They will learn to give 
directions and they will 
begin to use the future 
tense.  
 
In Spanish, students will be 
discussing their town and 
local area and what there 
is to do. They will be 
describing, analysing and 
further developing ways of 
giving their opinion on 
their local area.  

 

Module 3 In German students will 
learn to talk about 
holidays, developing their 
use of the past tense to 
describe past holidays. 
They will talk about where 
they went, what they did 
as well as how they 
travelled and what the 
weather was like.   
Students will develop their 
cultural knowledge by 
learning more about 
German holiday 

 These topics continue to build 
on the core themes which will 
be revisited at GCSE,  as well 
as developing greater use of 
tenses. 

Reading and Listening activities will 
develop students’ understanding and 
confidence with a growing breadth of 
vocabulary, while writing and speaking 
practise will consolidate their ability to 
bring together the range of tenses and 
language that they have been studying. 
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destinations and learning 
about Maitag traditions. 
 
In French, students will 
study the topic of holidays.  
They will talk about their 
usual holidays and planned 
holidays, to practise using 
present and future tenses.  
Then,  they will learn to 
describe their activities in 
the past tense. They will 
learn about famous 
Parisian landmarks and be 
able to talk about a trip to 
Paris.  
 
In Spanish, students will be 
discussing previous 
holidays, details about 
where they went and what 
they did on their final day. 
They will also discuss 
things that could go wrong 
on holiday. They will be 
focusing on using a variety 
of tenses. 

Module 4 In German, students will 
learn to talk about their 
personal style and clothes.  
They will develop language 
to describe preparing to go 
out and will then use the 
past tense to describe 
what happened on a date. 
Students will develop their 
cultural knowledge by 
learning about the history 
of the Puma and Adidas 

Being able to use three or 
more tenses is essential for 
achieving a Grade 5 or above 
at GCSE, so the course teaches 
and then consolidates each 
new tense over the course of 
Key Stage 3. 
 

Students will use written and spoken 
sources to develop knowledge and 
understanding of both the language and 
culture of the target countries. This will 
be supported by reading and listening 
activities. 
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brands. 
 
In French, students will 
learn to talk about their 
own identity.  This will 
include given opinions on 
music, describing their 
personalities and talking 
about clothes.  They will 
describe their daily routine 
and family relationships. 
 
In Spanish, students will be 
learning about Spanish 
music, discussing their use 
of a wide range of 
technology and discussing 
their plans using all three 
tenses.  

 

Module 5 The German curriculum 
does not have a 5th 
module. 
 
The French curriculum 
does not have a 5th 
module. 
 
 
In Spanish, students will 
talk about how they get 
ready for a party, what 
they like to wear and 
prepare for a fashion 
show in class.  
 

These topics give the 
students more 
opportunities to develop 
useful vocabulary and also 
consolidate grammar and 
language as well as 
continue to develop more 
complex tenses and 
sentence construction. 

The four skill areas (Speaking, Reading, 
Writing and Listening) will continue to be 
developed through a range of media and 
exercises. 
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Dual Language 
Students 

Some students will study 
two languages 
throughout Year 8, so will 
study fewer modules in 
each language. 
 
In German, students will 
study modules on Media, 
Healthy Living and 
 Holidays. 
  
In French, students will 
study Town, Holidays and 
identity and 
relationships. 
 
In Spanish, students will 
study local area, holidays 
and media.  

Students will continue to 
study two languages 
simultaneously.  Their time 
will be split evenly 
between the two 
languages. 
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