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Ancient Traditions! 

  
For 500 years, the choir of Magdalen College Oxford has sung in May 
Day from the top of the College tower, usually listened to by huge 
crowds gathered in the High Street. This year, they pre-recorded their 
recital and it was live-streamed at 6am on YouTube. In 2019, more 
than 25000 people gathered in the High Street to hear the choir sing.  
 

One of the attractions of applying to an older university is the rich history of the institution. St Andrews 
has its famous pier walk, with the students wearing their distinctive scarlet gowns, UCL Senate meetings 
are attended by the mummified remains of the philosopher Jeremy 
Bentham, and many Durham colleges still hold “Formal Hall”, and 
celebrate College Feasts on their Dedication Days 

What are the traditions of the institutions you are interested in? 
 
 
Medic Update 
Alex Marks very kindly returned to the school (via teams) to talk to year 12 students about 

studying medicine at UEA. Alex, who left Thorpe St Andrew sixth form 

in 2019, is now in her second year of the medicine course. It was 

fantastic to hear about her experiences and she was able to share her 

knowledge of the application process and had invaluable advice on 

how to make a successful application.  
 
We work with the UEA, and also with ARU and Lincoln Med Schools, to get the best advice and guidance 
for our aspiring medics. There are volunteer opportunities, and virtual work related learning resources, 
which we feature on our website, which are essential for the CV of any student who is thinking of 
applying to Med School. Look out, too, for our Subject Scholar group in the Google Classroom! 
 

 

The Norfolk Summer School 

Don’t forget to enrol in the Summer School. In July, over one hundred of the brightest students 

from all backgrounds and areas in Norfolk will come together in order to help better their 

chances of successfully applying to the very best universities. Through a 

series of subject tutorials, interview advice, personal statement workshops, 

mock interviews and talks about the application process, the Norfolk Summer 

School gives its students all they need to apply to some of the country’s top universities.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dhwxo2pvp5s
https://www.norfolksummerschool.co.uk/about-us


Each month we focus on a specific subject. This time, it’s the Sciences! 
 

 

Read Something 

Here’s another north-east link. Bill Bryson was the Chancellor of 
Durham University for 6 years. His award winning 
book, “A Short History of Nearly Everything”, was 
published in 2003. It is a witty and accessible 
history of Science from its earliest innovations to 
the remarkable world of Quantum Physics. Complex 
theories are explained in simple terms, and there 
are some “laugh out loud” moments too! 
  
 

 
Do Something 

Indulge in a little Melittology,  and create a bee-

friendly garden, or just a planter. Experiment with 

different plants, and track the insects that visit your 

mini-garden. Watch for the familiar bumble bee, 

but also for solitary bees as well. You could invest in a “bee hotel”, 

but I would not recommend watching Bee Movie as part of the 

project! Click on the bee to see the FB page for the Journal of 

Melittology 

 

Visit Somewhere 
Hidden away behind Pembroke Street in 
Cambridge is the remarkable “Whipple 
Museum of the History of Science”. When it’s 
physically open, admission is free, and you 
can view an extraordinary range of objects, 
from the oldest armillary sphere, to a 

beautiful “Grand Orrery”, to the Herschel Telescope.  
Of course, the museum is closed to visitors at the moment, but they have an 
excellent “Visit from Home” section on their website. 
 

Remember to keep an eye on our Twitter account, @tsas_orbit, 
for the latest news on virtual open days, subject tasters, and other 
opportunities! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlUstedj8OI&feature=emb_title
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mlUstedj8OI&feature=emb_title
https://www.whipplemuseum.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/Journal-of-Melittology-1453095028294043/
https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/A-Short-History-of-Nearly-Everything-by-Bill-Bryson-author/9781784161859

