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Dear Student
You will be well aware that you have to make very important
choices as you come to the end of Year 11. These choices will
shape your future learning, career and life.
Our job in this information booklet is to set out what we can offer
at Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form. It is for you to decide if this meets
your needs and is right for you.
The Sixth Form here is different to other schools and colleges in
the area. The extensive courses offered as well as the support, the
personalisation of your learning and treating you as young adults
are all important and an integral part of our Sixth Form.
We also believe that your learning, while in the Sixth Form, should
go beyond formal classroom teaching. Opportunities to grow
and develop into well rounded individuals are important for you
and equally so to potential employers and universities. These
opportunities form part of the offer we make to you and you
accept if you join us.
We are proud of our excellent record of A Level examination results,
our exceptional performance in a range of vocational Specialist
Qualifications and the progression of students gone onto university
(including Oxbridge), apprenticeships or into employment.This was
recognised when the school was asked to be the only school in
the Eastern Region to be a T Level provider. This adds to our rich
curriculum mix and opens up new and exciting opportunities in
the fields of Digital and Education. Remember, that all our courses
provide a route to university, apprenticeships or the world of work
and we will support you in which ever choice you make.
Overall, the school is most proud of its support for each individual
student. Each student is prepared, equipped and guided to ensure
they have both academic and the wider skills necessary to make
their next steps after the Sixth Form, and many former students
return to the school to share their experiences, therefore helping
our current students to develop a vision and direction for their
future.
All this prepares you to play your part in the world of work and in
the community in which you will live is our ultimate goal.
I wish you every success.

Penny Bignell
Principal
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A - Levels
Why should you choose A Level qualifications?
As a Sixth Form, A Levels constitute the majority of the courses we deliver, leading students to opportunities in
employment or higher education.
A Levels provide two years of intensive study across several subjects allowing students to become specialists in
these areas, with the outcome being a series of highly respected qualifications.
What is the range of A Levels on offer?
We offer A Level subjects at Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form which cover all areas of interest, including less
common subjects such as Geology.
How are A Levels taught?
A Levels are taught through a range of activities in the classroom lesson, fieldwork and educational visits.
Students will support their in-class learning with extensive private study and research.
Assessments are based on final examinations which will take place at the end of the course.
Students will sit an Advanced Subsidiary examination for the subject they will not carry through into Year 13.
What are A Levels worth?
A Levels are seen as important qualifications, not only for progressing into further education but also for employers
seeking rounded individuals for their organisations. Universities will expect at least three full A Levels in order to
secure a place.
How are A Levels graded?
A Levels are graded A*-E and these grades are then translated into UCAS points should students wish to apply
to university.
Each A Level subject has a different breakdown of where marks contribute to the final grading.  Please see our
website course pages:
http://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/sixth-form/courses-on-offer/ for more information on individual subjects.
What are my options after I complete A Levels?
A Levels open the doors to many alternative routes.  After completing A Levels, students can progress to higher
education, apprenticeships or employment.  The majority of our students progress onto university to further their
studies within their chosen specialist area. Each student will be given support and advice on the best path for
them to achieve their aspirations.
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T - Levels
What is a T Level?
T Levels are brand new two-year technical courses.  These will be an exciting alternative to A Levels.
Developed with employers, they are designed to provide the skills and knowledge required to get into a technical
career.
T Levels will combine classroom study with a substantial industry placement.
Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form is one of just 52 providers nationally selected to offer the first T Levels.  
We will be the only school in Norfolk to offer these exciting new qualifications.
How do T Levels work?
T Levels are two-year courses that can be studied after GCSEs.  They are an alternative study option to other
existing qualifications such as  A Levels and Apprenticeships and will provide progression routes into skilled and
technical employment, or onto higher/degree apprenticeships and university.
Academic and Technical
These qualifications will be a mix of theoretical work learnt within the classroom at Sixth Form and valuable
practical experience aimed on industry placements with local employers working in partnership with the Sixth
Form.
Occupational specific
The idea behind T Levels is to allow students to gain the knowledge and skills which will enable them to directly
enter employment on completion of Sixth Form.   Over the two years of study you will complete up to two
industry placements with local employers to gain the relevant experience and skills in finding future employment.
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Specialist and
Advanced Specialist
Qualifications
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Why should you choose a Specialist Qualification?
There are various reasons why you may want to choose a Specialist Qualification:
•
If you have a clear view of your future career.
•
If you wish to gain skills alongside the theory aspect of a course.
•
If you are keen to gain a real work approach within your sector.
What is the range of Specialist Qualifications on offer?
Five Advanced Specialist Qualifications (equivalent to three A Levels) and equal to a full academic timetable of
study.  
Twelve Specialist Qualifications (equivalent to one A Level) and one or more of which can be taken with other
A Level subjects to make a timetable of three or four subjects overall.
How are the Specialist Qualifications taught?
•
If you are studying the Advanced Specialist Qualification, you will have a mixture of theory in the classroom
and a range of work-based placements over the two years.
•
If you are studying a Specialist Qualification this will be theory based.  The exception is Children’s Play,
Learning and Development which includes at least two work placements over the two years.
•
For both options, coursework, placement portfolios, case studies and public examinations form the basis
of your assessments which take on a real life approach to reflect the experience you will gain over the two year
course and prepare you for the career you aspire to.
Finally, you will be provided with personalised guidance and support by your Teacher, Placement Co-ordinator
and Work Placement Supervisor over the two years.
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Sixth Form Pathway
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In order to ensure success in the Sixth Form, we have designed different pathways to suit your individual needs.    
You will need to check the specific entry criteria for your chosen courses by checking each course description
on our Sixth Form website under “Courses on Offer”.
The General Pathway:
You will need English and Mathematics at Grade 4 or above and at least four other GCSE subjects at Grade 4
or above.*
Module One

Module Two

+

Three A Levels

Enrichment Course**

Module Three

+

Academic Coaching***

This pathway is for students who are unsure about which way their future will take them and therefore would
like to keep their options as open as possible by gaining UCAS points with their Module Two Option.     
The Combined Pathway:
You will need English or Mathematics at Grade 4 or above and at least four other GCSE subjects at Grade 4 or
above.*                                                                                                                                                           
Module One

Module Two

Module Three

a. Two A Levels and One
Specialist Qualification
(equivalent to one A Level)
or
b. One A Level and Two
Specialist Qualifications
(equivalent to one
A Level each)
or
c. Three Specialist
Qualifications
(equivalent to one
A Level each)

Enrichment Course**

Academic Coaching***

+

+

This pathway is for students who are unsure about which way their future will take them and therefore would
like to keep their options as open as possible.
The Specialist Pathway:
You will need English or Mathematics at Grade 4 or above and   at least four other GCSE subjects at Grade 4
or above.*
Module One
Advanced Specialist Qualification

+

Module Two
Work Placement

+

Module Three
Enrichment Course**

This pathway is equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for students who already know which career path
they would like to take.  Please refer to our website “Courses on Offer” to view the range we offer.
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The Extended Pathway:
You will need English and Mathematics at Grade 5 or above and at least four other GCSE subjects at Grade
5 or above.*
Module One
Three A Levels

Module Two

+

One Advanced Subsidiary
Level

Module Three

+

Enrichment Course**

Module Four

+

Academic Coaching***

This pathway is for students aspiring to study at Oxbridge or one of the Russell Group Universities or who
want to follow a high demand course such as Medicine, Dentistry, Veterinary, Law or Engineering.
T Level Pathway:
You will need English or Mathematics at Grade 4 or above and   at least four other GCSE subjects at Grade
4 or above.*
Module One
T Level
Education and Childcare
or
Digital Production, Design and Development

Module Two

+

Industry Placement

This course is equivalent to three A Levels and is designed for students who already know which career path
they would like to take.  Please refer to our website “Courses on Offer” to look at the range we offer.
The above Pathways are for guidance and will be reviewed on an individual basis.
* Please note, some individual subject entry criteria may require a higher grade.   Please refer to the subject
pages on our website.
** Enrichment Courses: For full details see Sixth Form website.
*** Academic Coaching: See page 17 of the prospectus for further details.
Should you need any help please contact the Sixth Form Team by calling 01603 497767 or emailing
sixthformtsa@yare-edu.org.uk
We advise that when selecting courses for  Year 12, each individual should be mindful of possible university
course choices and entry requirements.
We believe our curriculum supports each individual.
Once we have your application and are clear about your intended career route, we will check to see if your
choices support your direction.
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Enrichment Programme
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Available on General, Extended, Specialist and Combined Pathways
We offer a wide range of enrichment options in order to provide you with extra opportunities and skills to
include on your Curriculum Vitae or Personal Statement for university.  They may complement your A Level or
Specialist Qualification courses, but also give you a chance to do something different to stand out from other
students.
Enrichment activities constitute part of the number of Guided Learning Hours that you must complete in Year 12.
Route A will enable you to gain a qualification which carries Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS)
or Credit Accumulation and Transfer Scheme (CATS) points to give you the best chances for your university
applications.
Route B will give you an opportunity to gain another accredited qualification whilst Route C will provide you with
skills that will enrich any Curriculum Vitae and make you stand out from the crowd.
Please note that if you are not on track to achieve at least a Grade 4 in English or Mathematics, you will need to
choose GCSE English and/or Mathematics as your enrichment option.
“My son has just returned from ten weeks working as an assistant engineer in Hull, working on the Flood Alleviation
Scheme, which he is contracted to do for his Sponsor Company.
Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form did great things for him, as he was one of only 80 Civil Engineering
Scholars funded nationally.
One thing that really helped him in getting a scholarship was his EPQ, as it gave him a good discussion point during
interview - that is possibly something that students do not appreciate when they are at school and do not always see
the bigger picture.”
Year 13 parent
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Academic Coaching
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Available on General, Combined and Extended
Pathways
We ask, as a senior member of the school, with more non-contact
time than the lower school, that students volunteer some of this time
to helping others.  This is a rewarding experience and one that gives
students the opportunity to make a real difference by helping those
in the lower school achieve their full potential as well as giving back to
the community.
Academic Coaching is one hour per week and available in each
department (excluding those subjects not taught at GCSE) as well as
Peer Mentor, English as an Additional Language (EAL) Coach, Learning
Resources Centre (LRC) Assistant and Reading Mentors.  Within this
coaching students will undertake some/all of the following:
- Working one-to-one with students giving advice and help
- Supporting with group work
- Working with both less able and gifted and talented students
- Undertake research
- Assisting students who are having difficulty within their work
- Encouraging students
- Supporting teachers with lesson preparation
Peer Mentoring - You will work with a student in the upper school,
providing  advice and guidance on a variety of school related issues.  
This will involve meetings and mentoring sessions, or working with
Year 11 students in a Personalised Learning group.  Full training will be
provided.
EAL Coach - This post is ideal for Sixth Form students from other
countries, who speak other languages or simply have an interest in
helping newly arrived EAL students to raise their confidence   and
literacy English.   Coaches will be required to mentor an EAL student
once a week or go to lessons to offer support.  The role involves
reading with students, helping them understand, building the student’s
vocabulary and checking that they are settling in.
LRC Assistant - Ideally suited to someone with an interest in working
with others in a library environment.  The assistants will be responsible
for issuing and returning books (training will be provided).   Other
duties include returning books to shelves, monitoring computer use,
organising the Sixth Form LRC and updating posters and magazines.
Reading Mentor - A great opportunity for any student who loves
the written word and wishes to share that passion to help develop
an appreciation of reading.  Educational research suggests that when a
reluctant reader is read to, especially by an older student, questioned
about the story, and asked to then read parts back to the older
student, then it can inspire readers to want to push themselves into
the ‘other world’ a good book can create.  You will be assigned to a
student or a small group of students and complete the programme
together.  Fantastic for anyone interested in a career within education,
child psychology or educational research.
Students may choose to undertake their Academic Coaching in a
department connected to their subject choices as this may develop
understanding further.
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About Your
Sixth Form
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Sixth Form Computer Facilities
Students are able to make use of the Sixth Form computer facilities on both sites.
There are dedicated computer rooms in the Sixth Form Centre, Sixth Form Learning Resource Centre on North
Site and the new Sixth Form Building on the South Site.
Free Wi-Fi is available in all dedicated Sixth Form areas.
You will have your own password that will allow you to access the internet and you will also be given your own
school email account.
We use emails with students as a vital way of communication.
On the South Site the new Sixth Form Building is a Red zone area dedicated to Sixth Form students only, whilst
the Quadrant is an Amber zone.
Study Facilities
In order to find the right balance between studying and sometimes letting off steam, we have introduced a Traffic
Light System across the school.
Red - Area for silent study.
Amber - Area where students can work and chat in groups about subject related issues.
Green - Quiet socialising area.

”Our Sixth Form has a brilliant range of courses which gives everybody a chance to do what they want to do. My friend
studies Photography and an Advanced Specialist Qualification - there really is something for everyone here.”
Year 13 student
“Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form gives everyone an opportunity to stand out of the crowd. Personally I have completed my
Duke of Edinburgh Award and in doing so, not only have received something extra to put on my CV, I have also had a
great time learning new skills and meeting new people.”
Year 13 student
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Five reasons why you will
love Thorpe St Andrew
Sixth Form
Students’ Views
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Dedicated Sixth Form Areas - With our own library,
computer room, and Sixth Form Centre there is always somewhere
to undertake quiet study or to socialise.  Although the Sixth Form is
attached to the lower school you are certainly not in lower school areas.                                                                                      
Along with the above, there is a brand new café by the Sixth Form
Centre just for the Sixth Form.
Huge Range of Courses - Whether you want to study
Specialist Qualification or A Level courses, there is a huge range
available, including many subjects that other Sixth Forms do not
offer.   If you want a traditional science combination, humanities or
even want to try something different like Geology, Photography or
Politics, there is a vast array of subjects on offer.
Subject Support - The jump to A Level and Specialist
Qualification courses from GCSE is large, and this will be the case
anywhere you study. At Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form you have a
Mentor for each subject and a Personal Development Tutor.  They
help with your concerns, subject specific matters or otherwise, to
make sure you work effectively and achieve your potential.Teachers
know all their students and are happy to answer any questions you are never on your own.
Support for the Future - This is probably the most important
element of a Sixth Form - sure you are there to get a great education
and to have fun, but it is no good if you are not prepared for the
next stage - you only get one opportunity when it comes to UCAS
or an apprenticeship application! Our UCAS success rates are a
renowned strength of our Sixth Form, thanks to the rigorous and
early application process.  Teachers and the Head of Sixth Form
are there for you every step of the way, monitoring your progress
by providing guidance to ensure you get offers from your chosen
universities.  The success rates of students gaining places highlights
this strength. There is also plenty of support available if university is
not your goal.
Extras - There is a lot more than lessons - get involved
in Team 6, help in the lower school classes and take an Enrichment
opportunity. These are all ways that you can meet new people, as
well as boosting your CV or UCAS application to set you apart and
above the rest!  Volunteering or even exploring a subject of interest
as part of the Extended Project Qualification are just some ways
you can get the most out of your time here.
… there is always somewhere for quiet study or to socialise …
… many subjects that other Sixth Forms do not offer  …
… specific Mentor for each subject and a Personal Development    
Tutor …
… you only get one opportunity when it comes to UCAS or an
apprenticeship application …
… plenty of support available if university is not your goal …
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Dress Code
and Appearances
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The dress code for our Sixth Form is one of a ‘modern workplace’.  
We understand and respect that students wish to retain their
individuality and have greater freedom to their time at high school.  
We also believe that a serious place of learning should look and feel
professional at all times.   A ‘modern workplace’ dress code means
precisely that; clothing which would be considered appropriate in a
modern office environment.  This does not have to mean a formal
suit and tie, it is simply smart, professional attire.  The test would be,
is it appropriate for the workplace?
The following are considered to be inappropriate dress
for the Sixth Form:
- Extreme hair colour/styles
- Facial piercings
- Flip-flops (as a matter of health and safety)
- Short skirts/dresses/shorts that are above the mid-thigh
- Torn jeans
- Bearing extreme slogans or symbols which may cause
offence to others
- Low cut tops and tops which expose the midriff.

Wearing inappropriate clothing may result in a student being
asked to return home to change.
Identification Badges - Safeguarding Protocol
All Sixth Form students are required to wear a student identification
badge on the school premises.  When on the school site, but not
in lessons, students will need to swipe their identification badges to
sign in and out in one of the following venues:
- The Sixth Form Learning Resource Centre (North Site)
- The Sixth Form Centre (North Site)
- The Sixth Form Computer Block (South Site)
- The double doors by the Sixth Form toilets (South Site).

The identification badge will be free of charge and students will
be able to use them to prove they are in full time education and
to obtain discounts in shops and gym memberships.  Please note
that if the badge is lost or damaged, there will be a charge
for a replacement.
Signing In and Out Procedure
Students are registered by subject staff for all lessons
and by Personal Development Tutors for Assembly and
Personal Development Time. Should students need to leave
the school during the day for an emergency appointment or due
to illness, they must sign out at one of the following locations: Sixth
Form Office, South Site Office or North Site Medical Room.   If
illness persists, parents should inform the school of the absence on
each day of illness, via the absence line.
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Please remember:
students within the Sixth Form
are a role model for the rest of
the school.

Team 6
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TEAM 6 devises, implements and co-ordinates various schemes and changes that students want
from their Sixth Form. These include fundraising events, social events for students, organising the
Prom and
makingimplements
improvements
to the Sixth Form
areas
and facilities.
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Team 6 is the Sixth Form Council, made up of Year 12 and 13 representatives from across the academic and
It is led by
a Core
pastoral
Sixth
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community.made up of the Head Boy/Girl, their Deputies and the Heads of the
various sub-committees.
It is led by a Core Committee made up of the Head Boy/Girl, their Deputies and the Heads of the various subTeam 6 is a          
very important part of Sixth Form life. It makes a major contribution to the day to day
committees.
running of the Sixth Form and provides an arena in which a wide variety of issues can be discussed,
Team
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planned6and
the Sixth Form and provides an arena in which a wide variety of issues can be discussed, planned and implemented.
Sixth Form Sub-Committees
Sixth Form Sub-Committees
Core

Prom

This is the hub of action in the Team 6
network. Heads of each sub-committee
report back to the Core team and liaise with
Sixth Form management staff to implement
the ideas of the students.

A group which designs a Prom that fits the students’ specifications and desires. The
whole event, from venue to ticket sales, is co-ordinated by this committee. A fun
and challenging role, but one that always results in a fantastic send-off for our Year
13 cohort.

Events

Marketing and Media

Events held range from cake sales to Quiz and If you want to be the next advertising guru then this is the committee for you.
Chips evenings. These raise money which is Nobody represents our Sixth Form better than the students, and here they design
re-invested in the Prom and other student the materials and organise prospective student tours and events.
events and services. We also donate money
to the students’ choice of charity.

Finance

Student Welfare

Thanks to the fundraising efforts of Team 6
we have thousands of pounds to be reinvested each year. The Finance team coordinate this and receive first hand
experience of budgeting for an organisation.

We passionately believe that the Sixth Form should serve its students and this
committee ensures facilities and support are there for all. In recent years, coffee
machines, comfy seats, new ICT facilities and study booths have all been installed
thanks to feedback from this group of student representatives.

Community and Outreach

Sports Committee

As the Sixth Form is affiliated with Thorpe St This committee is responsible for all sports clubs and organising sporting events
Andrew School, this committee co-ordinates throughout the academic year. This includes the development of new initiatives and
relations between the two and the wider ways of improving health and well-being to promoting fitness within the Sixth Form.
Norfolk community, organising events such
as assemblies for younger children and
opportunities for our students outside Sixth
Form.

Why join Team 6?  Employers and University Admission Tutors are always looking for evidence of pro-active
students. This is a great opportunity to not only shape your time with us, but  also gain experience that will help
you demonstrate your wider commitments and abilities to those who will be recruiting you for the next stage of
your academic or professional  career.
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Bursary
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The 16-19 Bursary Fund is a Government scheme set up to
financially support those students who face significant financial
barriers to continue in education Post-16.
There are two different funds which are available to students. They
are:
Mandatory Bursary
This Bursary is for students who face the most serious financial
barriers and are considered the most vulnerable.  Students who fall
into the following categories will qualify and be eligible to receive a
bursary of up to £1,200 a year:
Young person in care, a care leaver, a young person in receipt of
Income Support or Universal Credit in their own name, a disabled
learner in receipt of Employment Support Allowance and Disability
Living Allowance or Personal Independence Payments.
Discretionary Bursary
Eligibility for the Discretionary Bursary takes into account various
aspects of family income and evidence of this will be required to
process applications.   For the last academic year, the threshold of
household income to be eligible was £25,000 per annum or less.

Should you require further information on the
bursary
please visit our website at
www.thorpestandrewschool.org.uk

“Development Tutors provided exceptional support throughout our time
at Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form. Your Tutor becomes your colleague and
mentors you through your studies and can always be contacted if you
have any problems. The support throughout the Sixth Form continues
with guidance from the Sixth Form Leadership Team.”
Year 13 student
“I joined Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form from a much smaller high school
and thought I would find the transition hard, given that I did not know
anyone or my way around. However, when I got here I was made to feel
so welcome and settled in quickly, which has helped me concentrate
on my studies.”
Year 12 student
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Travelling to
Sixth Form
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Post-16 Travel Scheme and Public Transport
Travel Assistance may be given to those using public transport into the school.  Further information and details
on how to apply for bus passes can be found at:
www.norfolk.gov.uk/post16transport                        
or by ringing 0344 800 8020.
If you apply for the 16 - 19 Bursary Fund, and your application is approved, then the Sixth Form will pay all the
costs of a bus pass.
By Cycle
There are dedicated cycle racks for students who live within cycling distance of the Sixth Form. Students are
advised to lock their bicycles as they are brought on to school premises at the owner’s risk.
Further information on cycling routes around Norwich can be found at:
www.norwich.gov.uk/downloads/file/3488/norwich_cycle_map
As the County Council wishes to support cycling to College or Sixth Form as a healthy and green alternative, a
cycling allowance of £200 per year is available to  students who qualify for support under the general school and
college transport policy.  Please visit the following website for more information:
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-and-college-transport/cycling-allowance
Bus Routes to Sixth Form

Wroxham – Route 53

New Sixth
Form Logo

City
Centre

Heartsease – Route 24/24A

By School Bus
If you wish to use the school bus, this can be arranged through Norfolk County  Council:
0344 800 8020 or visit
www.norfolk.gov.uk/education-and-learning/school-and-college-transport/
By Motorcycle / Car
Motorcycles / cars may be parked by the All Weather Pitch on the South Site by students travelling to school.  
A parking permit must be obtained from the Sixth Form Office.
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Support for You
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During your time in the Sixth Form, you will become more
independent and  consequently will be given greater responsibility.
In order to support you, there is a strong Sixth Form Pastoral Team
and help at every level.
There is a team of Tutors responsible for day to day guidance, helping
you to track your progress and agree targets with you each term.
Your Personal Development Tutor
Every student has a Personal Development Tutor with whom you
can discuss your progress in the Sixth Form.
This Tutor will mentor you on a One to One basis regularly to
discuss your progress in the Sixth Form, across the subjects you
have decided to study.  It is important you get to know each other
well as they will be providing you with a personal reference either
for UCAS purposes or any other kind of application.
Your Subject Mentor
Each student will have a personal Subject Mentor in every subject
they study who will meet with you on a One to One basis regularly
to ensure progress is made in the Sixth Form.  The Mentor will
discuss your Expected Level of Performance (ELP) against your
Target Grade (TG), set short and long term targets and review
them at the next meeting.  The Mentor is also the person who
parents will meet at the two Parent Consultation Evenings, who
will write reports and provide a subject reference for either UCAS
purposes or any other kind of application.
Personal Buddy Scheme
Starting at the Sixth Form can be a daunting experience.  In order to
alleviate any concerns, we have introduced a personal buddy scheme,
which means students new to the school will already know one
person to help with their experience when they join our Sixth Form.
Our students are keen to help those new to our Sixth Form to
successfully transition, by supporting them personally before and
during their Post-16 journey.
Where possible, students are matched with a current student
based upon subject choices to ensure they can provide relevant
information and expertise.
If you wish to take part in this scheme, please let us know when
applying to our Sixth Form.
Peer-to-Peer Mentor
Sometimes, students can find a particular subject challenging. When
this is the case, we set up a Peer-to-Peer support programme
whereby a Year 13 student will mentor a Year 12 student on a
One to One basis in a particular subject. The support consists of
meeting up once a week and using email to go through difficult
aspects of the subject.  It is a successful scheme which has proven
to give a confidence boost to those who were lacking assurance in
a particular subject.
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The Universities Colleges
and
Admissions Service Process
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We understand that the university application process can be
very daunting for our students and parents.  This is why Thorpe
St Andrew Sixth Form has put together a very comprehensive
support programme to make the whole process as stress free as
possible.
We are also keen for our students to submit their applications as
soon as possible to give the best chances of obtaining a place at the
university of their choice.
The UCAS process will start in March of Year 12 with a UCAS /
Careers day.  This will mark the beginning of the UCAS journey.
Our UCAS support programme includes:
- Close mentoring by the Personal Development Tutor.
- Monthly emailing of the UCAS and UEA Newsletters.
- Visit by the UEA Higher Education Convention.
- University Open Days.
- Support for our students who need work experience to
  enhance their universitY applications.
- Subject Workshops run by the UEA.
- Emails to parents when important information needs to
             be passed on.
- Meeting in May to explain the University Clearing System.

Our UCAS process is very rigorous and unique to Thorpe St
Andrew Sixth Form.   We will do our utmost to support our
students (and parents) in gaining a place at chosen universities.
There are a number of steps students will need to
take:
1. Applying online to UCAS.
2. Obtaining individual teacher references for A Level
subjects or Specialist Qualifications.
3. Writing their Personal Statement.
4. Meeting deadlines.
5. Tracking their progress.
ALL will be under the guidance of the Personal Development
Tutors who are very experienced Sixth Form Tutors.
The UCAS application must be ready to be sent by
October half-term.
“I’m emailing to just say a massive thank you for writing my reference
for me despite me being out of Thorpe for a year now, it’s amazing to
see that even when students have left school, they still receive support
when needed and asked for. I’m happy to reveal that I have been
accepted to study Aeronautical Engineering at the University of De
Montfort Leicester. Again a massive thank you from me, I’m so happy
to see that even with a change of plan on my part, I can still get to
university and study what I want to follow up for a career.”
Former student
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ORBIT Support
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During their time at Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form we encourage students to be ambitious and aim high.  This
becomes even more important when studying in our Sixth Form as we endeavour to provide a comprehensive
programme of support to those applying to elite institutions and courses.  
We support students aiming for Oxbridge, The Russell Group or similar universities through our ORBIT
Programme (Oxbridge and Russell Bridging Intervention Team).
The support involves:
- Early identification of prospective students by analysis of Target Grades, Expected Levels of Performance
         and GCSE data.
- Specific student support group for aspiring Oxbridge candidates.
- Subscription to e-newsletters for both Oxford and Cambridge Universities.
- Student conferences such as Med Six and Vet Six hosted by the University of Nottingham.
- Linking to Research and Science Mentors who offer support across the two years to individual students.
- Cambridge Outreach Activities at Gonville and Caius College, Cambridge This is a residential summer school
   each July for students betweenYears 12 and 13 who are seriously considering an application to top universities.  
  This usually takes place in the last week of July and has been very popular with students and their schools.
  The first three days are for students focused on the sciences, and the second three days for students
  focused on the arts and humanities.
- University and College Open Days at Oxford and Cambridge.
- Visiting speakers from Cambridge and Oxford Universities. Last year we hosted speakers from Caius
  College, Cambridge.
- Talks from Alumni who now attend Cambridge and Russell Group Universities.
- Co-ordination of the Norfolk Summer School.  This is a five day, non-residential series of activities hosted
  at Norwich School.   It includes tours, seminars, activitiesand trips to relevant institutions.   It is open to all
  students.
- Nuffield Bursaries.  These are awards made to successful applicants from the Sciences.   Students receive
  a “salary” to work for between four and six weeks on live research projects within the Norwich area.
     These include projects hosted at the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital, John Innes Institute and NFER.
      These bursaries are highly sought after by prospective medics, dentists, vets andscientists and Thorpe St
   Andrew Sixth Form has a good record of successful applications.
- Centre for subject supporting aptitude tests.  Several universities require the completion of subject specific
   aptitude tests.  The most common of these are the UK Clinical Aptitude Test (UKCAT), BMAT for prospective
     medical students and LAT for lawyers.  There are several others, in particular for Oxbridge applicants. The
  school acts as a centre for the sitting of some of these tests.
- Mock interviews.There is an ever growing number of opportunities for mock interviews held at  Thorpe St
   Andrew Sixth Form and other venues.  These are specifically designed to give students a taste of the format
  and questioning they can expect at Oxbridge and other elite institutions.
In addition, we offer bespoke help during the UCAS application process with
personal statements and references.
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Careers Education,
Information, Advice
and Guidance
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Thorpe St Andrew Sixth Form offers students a variety of careers
information, advice and guidance opportunities.   Our aim is to prepare
our students for their Post-18 life, whether that will be in Higher
Education, on an Apprenticeship or in Employment with Training.  We
regularly invite guest speakers into school, and provide learning activities
at times throughout the academic year to support students in making
informed choices.
There are a number of websites which provide help and support:
School - Website: www.thorpestandrewschool.org.uk
To help you get the best start in school, in work and in life, our  Careers
page signposts its users to careers advice and information linked to
learning in school and beyond.
Help You Choose - Website: helpyouchoose.org
This local website offers information about courses, jobs and training
opportunities throughout Norfolk.   You can apply online as well as
register to receive regular updates of potential jobs and training that you
are interested in.
UCAS - Website: www.ucas.com
UCAS (Universities & Colleges Admissions Service) is a charitable
organisation responsible for managing applications to almost all full-time
undergraduate degree programmes at UK universities and colleges. Take
a look at what is on offer across the UK - perhaps you will find a course
that interests you!
If you are interested in Higher Education abroad, check out the
www.thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/careers website for information
and advice. At the moment, UCAS only serves UK Higher Education
institutions.
Student Finance - Website: www.gov.uk/student-finance
If you are going into Higher Education, you may be able to get financial
support from the Government.   Apply   through the Student Finance
England Service.
Apprenticeship - Website: www.getingofar.gov.uk
On this website, you can find out everything you need to know about
Apprenticeships, from the qualifications involved, the areas in which
you can work and the different levels available. You can also read case
studies and watch videos from those who have benefited from taking an
Apprenticeship.
iCould - Website: icould.com
This online resource is aimed at 14 - 19 year olds and provides access
to hundreds of film clips of real people sharing stories of their careers
including Richard Branson, Davina McCall, Lord Puttnam, Gabby Logan
and Trevor Nelson.
Icanbea - Website: www.icanbea.org.uk
Careers advice that is useful, inspiring and tailored to YOU.  Play the free
career wizard, explore detailed career profile hubs—then take the next
steps.
Not going to university? University is not the only path
to success.
www.notgoingtouni.co.uk
From apprenticeships to debt-free learning, there are literally thousands
of other opportunities out there and this website will help you think
differently and find other ways to reach your goals in life.
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Extended Learning
Lessons
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Each A Level or Specialist Qualification subject is allocated with one Extended Learning Lesson a fortnight.  The
Extended Learning Lessons are designed to deepen your learning beyond the classroom in a formal setting, in
addition to your private study.  There is a requirement for an outcome from the Extended Learning Lessons to
show that you have increased your knowledge in each session.  The Extended Learning Lessons are timetabled
and count towards Guided Learning Hours, therefore attendance is compulsory and will be monitored.
The Extended Learning Lessons constitute 18 hours of the first year of your  A Level course and 16 hours of
your second year A Level course.  This is a significant amount of time which cannot afford to be a lost learning
opportunity.
How this works:
- You will have a dedicated classroom.
- Curriculum Leaders will identify a ‘Class Representative’ who will be responsible for taking the register        
  and for other duties as directed by teachers.
- The ‘Class Representative’ will take the register to the Curriculum Leader at the end of the lesson.
- The Curriculum Leader will keep a close record of attendance.
What will be expected during the Extended Learning Lesson?
- Personalised Learning Checklist: You will be set a test regularly to assess your knowledge and thereafter   
  personalised targets can be set by your teachers for you to improve.
- Flipped Learning: You could be set an activity, preparation or a task ready for the  next taught lesson.
- Massive On-Line Open Courses (MOOC): You could be asked to complete a  MOOC during these     
  lessons and show evidence of learning.
- Study Groups: You could be set in groups to research different aspects of the topic currently studied.  The
  next lesson each group presents their research to the rest of  the class.
- Cooperative Learning: You could be asked to work together to try and figure out  solutions to a problem
  presented to you.
- Peer Teaching: At the beginning of the year, you could be paired with another student  with whom you   
  will discuss aspects of the course you are finding challenging.
- Debates: You could be asked to stage a debate where you would show your critical  thinking about
  concepts and aspects of the subject studied.
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Year 13
Work Experience
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In response to a growing need for work related learning for students
in Years 12 and 13, and to an increasing demand from universities,
colleges, apprenticeship providers and employers, students are
given the opportunity to undertake a self-generated week’s worth
of Work Experience in the first week of September
We appreciate that many of our Sixth Form students have paid
employment but we do not regard this as ‘Work Experience’ in
some cases.   
Work Experience is designed to bridge the gap between education
and the world of work.  
Work experience can:
- help young people become aware of jobs they have not
previously thought of
- help inform aspirational career choices
- offer students a chance to prove themselves to an employer
- enable young people to develop the relevant occupational
  skills and help instil the attitudes and behaviours expected at
  work.
Moreover, Work Experience has become increasingly valuable
when securing a place at university.  More and more universities ask
for some kind of work experience prior to applying to university.
Completing a week’s Work Experience at the beginning of Year
13 will allow students to refer to their placements in their UCAS
Personal Statements.  Year 13 students should be able to access a
wider range of relevant placements at this time, including providers
in the medical, legal and construction sectors.
Work Experience will be launched in the Autumn term of Year
12 where students will be required to approach and arrange a
relevant and meaningful placement for the first week of September
in Year 13.  They should look to arrange these placements in an
environment which will directly enhance their applications, and
which showcase key employment skills. Previous  placements have
taken place in education, medical, legal, finance, sport,  r etail, animal
care and environmental sectors. For more information, please
access thorpecareersportal.info/work-experience.
We will provide help and support in class, online and in person.  
Students can approach Miss Keegan,
Emmerson, Pathways Guidance
Co-ordinator, when seeking advice, discussing ideas, selecting
organisations, writing speculative letters and emails, writing CVs
and arranging interviews.
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Thank You
for taking the time to read our literature.
For curriculum pages and to apply online, please
visit the Sixth Form section of our website.
We look forward to welcoming you into our Sixth Form.

The right choice...

...the only choice!
Contact Details
Telephone: 01603 497767
Email: sixthformtsa@yare-edu.org.uk
Website: www.thorpestandrewschool.org.uk

