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In all honesty it has been the strangest two weeks of my teaching career. I think for everyone in the school
community, these two weeks have presented huge challenges to us all. In many ways, we have all experienced a
period of adjustment. Adjustment to school operating in a different way, adjustment to learning in a different way
and an adjustment to life in a different way.
The top priority for everyone at the moment is to stay safe and as much as it is reasonably possible to stay at home.
I have seen first-hand, the community meeting this priority and retreating behind the protective barrier of their
closed front doors. On the days when I have travelled in to school I have seen the amount of traffic dwindle over
time as people have adjusted to the request to make ‘only essential journeys’. I have seen the number of planes
parked-up at the airport increase as air travel adjusts to the present situation. I have seen my own family wrangling
with the challenges of adjusting to working from home. It has not been easy, but it is getting easier.
As a school, we have made a commitment to continue to provide work. Hopefully, you have been able to adjust your
routines, and have established the best way for your family to manage home learning. It is vital that all our students
engage with the work we are setting as this will put them in the best place to continue their learning journey and
make their next steps. However, as a parent and carer, they will continue to need your help in doing this.
I have been amazed by the way so many of you have made the necessary adjustments. By 9.00am on the first
morning of school closure over 60% of students had already logged on to Show My Homework to check their work
for the day! This is amazing. In order to keep home learning going I would suggest that all students should be
guided by their timetable. For example:
Timetabled Day:

Home Learning:

Tick when done!

P1 English

Check SMH – Complete 1 hour of English work

P2 Maths

Check SMH – Complete 1 hour of Maths work

P3 PE

Go for a walk/jog or PE with Joe (YouTube)

P4 Art

Check SMH – Complete 1 hour of Art Work

Form Time/PD

Look at ‘The Day’ on RM Unify (20 minutes)/PD activity

P5 Science

Check SMH – Complete 1 hour of Science Work

It is probably best that you try to stick to the timings and the order of the school day as children are used to routines,
but this may be difficult to work around. If you cannot, spread out the work so that it is ‘chunked’ and easier to
manage. This means that in any day a student should have a maximum of six things to do. It is important that
students are encouraged child to follow this schedule every week day so that they can continue along the curriculum
path that has been set by the school. Do not forget to give praise when work has been done and also encourage
them to do more if you feel they have not quite done enough.
If you find that there is more work on Show My Homework than the lessons for the day (sometimes the teacher will
keep the work ‘open’ beyond the allotted lesson time to try and be helpful), just focus on the subjects for that day
and make sure that students spend an hour on each ‘lesson’. This is enough.
Also, in these challenging times do not forget the importance of family time, of fun and relaxation. All of these are
important ingredients to successful home learning.
Thank you for your continued support and understanding. Please get in touch if you need our help.

Stay safe.

Mr Lambert
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Examination Gradings - Summer 2020
Latest information about Summer Grading's:
Please find the latest statement on Summer grading which was released on the Friday 3 April 2020.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/877830/Letter_to_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf
A more detailed explanation for students and parents can be found below. Please read this as it will
answer most, but not all of your questions.
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/877842/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_EPQ_AEA_in_maths__guidance_for_teachers_students_parents.pdf
We realise this is a challenging time for students and parents awaiting grades. This is the information we
have and are unable to offer any more details other than this at the moment. Be assured that staff will be
briefed on how to complete this on their return to working from home, at the start of the new term.

Power of Kindness
Whilst you are at home during the holidays you may wish to complete The Power of Kindness
calendar. During these difficult times, one thing is clear: small acts of kindness make a big
difference. Across the country, there has been an outpouring of kindness and children and young
people can play their role too. By understanding what we can all do to help tackle this virus, they’ll
gain a sense of stability and resilience.
The power of kindness calendar helps young people learn about and carry out kind acts. There are different
sets of kindness activities for both primary school children and secondary school students.
Students will think of kind acts they can do during the month and add them to the blank calendar. For
example, they could be more helpful at home, write to a relative or think about how they can safely help
someone in the community. The activities can be carried out individually or together as a family.
Mrs Veeren

Year 8 Interim Report
Interim reports for Spring Attitude Assessment are now available via ‘My Child
at School’. We encourage all parents of Year 8 students to review these
attitude grades at home with their son or daughter.
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To finish, and extract from my favourite book: -

Oh, The Places You'll Go, by Dr Seuss
"And when you're in a Slump. you're not in for much fun.

Un-slumping yourself is not easily done.
But on you will go though the weather be foul.
On you will go though your enemies prowl.
Onward up many a frightening creek,
though your arms may get sore and your sneakers may leak.
On and on you will hike. And I know you'll hike far
and face up to your problems whatever they are.
And will you succeed? Yes! You will, indeed!

(98 and 3/4 per cent guaranteed)
KID, YOU'LL MOVE MOUNTAINS!
Mr Lambert
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