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Autumn Term
It seems as though the weather has finally started to change, it is getting colder and the nights are drawing in. I
think it is fair to say that Autumn is upon us. This is my favourite time of the year. I love the colours that nature
shares with us, the fresh cool air around us and the warming autumnal glow of the sun surrounding us. It is a
season that reminds us of the inevitability of change, the importance of balance and the need for comfort.
Change
Autumn is a time of change and transformation, the leaves will change and fall. In our
school the Autumn Term has brought much change: new students, a new uniform,
new staff, new music rooms, a new dining hall and a new Sixth Form Centre. There is
much for us to be thankful for and I hope everyone is now settled and using our
fantastic new facilities and feeling part of our community.
Balance

The autumnal equinox reminds us of the importance of balance. It is one of only two
days in the year when day and night are in perfect balance. It is important that we also
aim for balance in life. I hear the message from teachers all the time, I hope our
message is clear: make time for school work, make time for leisure, make time for
family and friends and make time for yourself.
Comfort
In Autumn temperatures drop and we seek comfort under blankets, with hearty soups
and beside the fire. It reminds us that we all need comfort, the warmth of friendship
and the support of others. I am privileged to see this comfort every day. I see our
students making new friendships, supporting each other as teammates on the sports
field and working together in class. I can see the comfort this brings and it is beautiful.
I hope you enjoy the Autumn as much as me, stay safe as the nights grow dark.
Mr Lambert

Bike Safety
Now that the nights are drawing in and it is darker, please can you ensure that if your child has a bike that they have
lights, a helmet and are wearing high visibility clothing on their way to and from school.

We have had concerns raised from the local community about young people riding their bikes unsafely later during
the evening.
Mrs Veeren
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Year 6 Open Evening - Thursday 17 October 2019
Open Evening will be held on Thursday 17 October 2019 for current Year 6 students entering
Year 7 in September 2020. We look forward to seeing you, in order that you can explore what
we have to offer. Please note, students from our feeder schools will receive their invitations via
their primary school.
School will finish at 1.15 pm on Thursday 17 October 2019 for half term and buses will be
arranged accordingly. School re-opens on Monday 28 October 2019.

Sixth Form Open Evening - Wednesday 30 October 2019
All Year 11 students are invited to come and find out about progression into
our successful Sixth Form.
The evening will be an opportunity for students to talk to staff and find out
about the wide variety of courses available.
It is really important that students and parents attend to ensure applicants
are fully informed. We look forward to seeing you on the evening.
Ms Bernard

T Level Update

UCAS
Tariff
Points

As many of you will already know Thorpe St Andrew School
and Sixth Form will be a pilot school for the Digital and
Education T Level in September 2020. The DfE announced that
they will be equivalent to 3 A Levels in size and carry the same
UCAS points to allow students to progress onto Higher
Education on successful completion of studying the two year T
Level course.
Year 11 students will be briefed again on T Levels and staff, for
both T Level subjects, will be available in the CHASE on Sixth
Form Open Evening if you require any further information.

T level
Overall
Grade

A Level Equivalent

168

Distinction*

A*A*A*

144

Distinction

AAA

120

Merit

BBB

96

Pass (C or
above on
core)

CCC

72

Pass (D or E
on core)

DDD
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Careers Corner
It is the time of year for Sixth Forms and Colleges to open their doors to potential recruits and for our Year 11 students to
start thinking about the opportunities available to them after GCSEs.
In PSHEE lessons, students have started to explore the post-GCSE world, and work after the half-term break will focus on
Sixth Form and College applications, including Apprenticeships.
Many students have signed up to our Year 11 Careers NewsFeed in Google Classroom where a calendar of dates for Open
Days and Evenings across the county has been shared. Has your child signed up?
For parents, our thorpecareersportal.info website hosts the same information as the NewsFeed. Specific links to websites
and documents can be found offering advice to students and parents at this crucial time. Users can book Careers interviews
with Miss Emmerson, our school’s Pathways Guidance Coordinator.
After half term we will be offering students the opportunity to ‘drop in’ at our Apprenticeship Workshops on Thursdays at
3.05 pm in N21, here we will offer them advice and support with their applications.
Another date for your diary is Wednesday 16 October 2019. The Greater Norwich Opportunities Fair for Year 11 students
and families will be held at the Top of the Terrace, Norwich City Football Club, after school until 7.00 pm. Meet
representatives from Sixth Forms, further education, employers and apprenticeship providers.
And so the hard work begins …
If you have any Careers related queries, please email us at careers@yare-edu.org.uk.
Mr Fish - Curriculum Leader: Careers

what3words App
what3words is an app that has divided the world into three word addresses and can effectively communicate a precise location
anywhere on the planet and support response teams in coordinating their operations. Please see the link to the news article
giving further explanation.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-49319760
Mrs Veeren

Uniform
Please ensure that your child is wearing the correct uniform. Non-school jumpers are not allowed and may be confiscated. We
expect all students to wear a coat, not a hooded top or cardigan. These are not suitable for wet weather. Shoes must be
polishable and trainers are not acceptable.
Please remind your child to arrive in school looking smart with their shirt tucked in and ensure that skirts are at the acceptable
length and fit. We have had several instances of skirts being shortened beyond an acceptable length.
Nose piercings of any style are not acceptable and must be removed for school.
If you require any clarification on the uniform please contact the BEST Team who will be happy to discuss this with you. Thank
you for your support in this matter.
Mrs Veeren

Thursday 17 October 2019 - Year 6 Open Evening - School closes at 1.15 pm
Friday 18 October 2019 to Friday 25 October 2019 - Half Term
Wednesday 30 October 2019 - Sixth Form Open Evening

