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This week has seen lots more students in school with all Year 10 attending preparation for Year 11 
mornings and all Year 8 attending Academic Review sessions.  

 

Responses from students and staff have been very positive regarding the contact and support with their 
learning in a safe environment. 

 

You may have heard the Secretary of State for Education Gavin Williamson’s announcement yesterday of 
the plan for all young people to return to full time education from September.  The supporting guidance 
outlined how this would be happening. 

 

We are working with the Trust on the plan for TSAS to ensure the safety of children and staff as well as 
providing the very best education we can.  Information will follow shortly as to our plans for September.  

 

Keep learning, keep safe and keep smiling. 

Thought of the Week 

“It is time for parents to teach young people early on that in diversity there is beauty and there is strength.”  

Maya Angelou 

Please visit the school’s website https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/ for the 
latest edition of the ORBIT Newsletter. 

 

 
 

The death of George Floyd in May was a tragic and violent act that along with the recent murders of Trayvon Martin and Rayshard 
Brooks, reflects a culture of racism in the USA with roots dating back to the slave trade.  Britain was unmistakably the principal player 
in this trade.  Fast forward 450 years, we in Britain continue to grapple with our past (as demonstrated by the recent debate around 
statues) and cannot turn a blind eye to the institutional racism that is evident within our society.  One important aspect of this is our 
educational system.  Within the Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form History department we have the ability to ally ourselves 
with George Floyd and with the Black Lives Matter campaign to help ensure that his death and countless others, including Stephen 
Lawrence, are not forgotten.  As a team we are committed to making changes in order to represent all voices and to teaching the 
often ignored truth of Britain’s violent colonial past.  We have begun this process and over the past year the department has used 
dedicated non-teaching time to research inclusive, representative history to include in our Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) curriculum 
from September 2020.  With the stated aim of decolonising our curriculum, each member of the team was given a unit and has 
altered lesson planning to include more coverage of women’s history, wider BAME history (and historians), working class history and 
the often untold stories of people written out of history.  Teaching a representative history curriculum challenges misconceptions of 
our past and encourages the central skill of critical thinking.   

 

We recognise that this is an ongoing process and that as a team, it is important that we continue to strive to decolonise our wider 
approach to history and how that is delivered within the classroom.  Throughout the coming academic year and beyond we will 
continue to evaluate our curriculum during non-teaching time and we will seek advice from the student body within our community.  

 

Mr Whiteman 

The Wellbeing Newsletter for students this week discussed ‘Kindness’ 
in regards to Wellbeing.  This week the Newsletter focuses more 

specifically on fighting against discrimination.  We are a culturally diverse school and 
racism of any kind will not be tolerated.  It is always challenged with consequence and 
education.  

You may wish to look at a compiled reading list around fighting racism, also 
encouraging reading for the summer!  This can be found on the website .  

Young Minds, which is a great website for supporting wellbeing has some support 
pages focused specifically on racism and mental health. 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/racism-and-mental-health/ 

Mrs Veeren 

Update from the Department for 

Education 

Please follow the link below for an update 
and guidance from the Department for 
Education regarding reopening of schools. 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
publications/what-parents-and-carers-
need-to-know-about-early-years-
providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the
-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak  

The Launch pad 

has had a total 

of 2545 views 

and continues 

to grow 

everyday!  
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Year 7 and 8 students are being encouraged to be “September Ready” with a series of challenges which will set them up for their next 
year in School.  

 

Our students can “Seize the Summer” by completing each challenge, set by our subject teachers, so that they are ready for the next 
stage of their education.  We will post the challenges on the website and to the students via Show My Homework, so that they can get 
a head-start with the challenges.  We will be clearing their timetables from Monday 13 July 2020 to allow them to focus on ‘Seizing the 
Summer’.  The challenges will be imaginative and different - students might find themselves taking a photograph, creating a sculpture, 
writing a poem – watch for our Twitter posts throughout July to see what our students can do!  

 

Year 10 Seize the Summer - Carpe diem - is the Latin translation to seize the day.  What we are asking Year 10 students to do is to 
Carpe aestatem – seize the summer of 2020.  To give students the opportunity to ‘hit the ground running' in September they will be 
provided with a total of five hours of targeted work for each subject to complete during the last week of term and over the summer 
holiday.   

 

This will be followed up in the first two full weeks of term in September by a forty-five minute class assessment, closely linked to the 
work set over the summer.  This will provide an opportunity to identify any remaining gaps in the students’ knowledge.  

 

It is important that all students complete this work and prepare for the assessment.   In class assessment can be used, alongside other 
sources of evidence, to inform centre assessed grades (CAG), if required, for GCSE results in June 2021.  

 

From Monday 13 July 2020 Year 12 students will no longer be set online work.  In order to be "September Ready", this will be replaced 
by Transition Work in the three subjects they will be studying in Year 13.  This work will be available on their respective Subject Google 
Classrooms from Wednesday 15 July 2020 to be completed over the summer and handed back in their first lesson in September.  

Year 7 Deep Thinking Day 
 

Sometimes you need to stop the whirl of daily routine so that you can 
focus on something important.  That is what we are doing with Year 7.   

 

On Monday 13 July 2020, we are suspending their daily 
timetable so that they can focus on what is important.  
We will be looking at the values that we hold dear as a 
nation and Year 7 will be looking at four heroes who 

embody those values.  We want students to propose a hero of their 
own, to research the life and achievements of that hero and then to 
make a presentation.  There will be other teachers’ heroes featured 
too, so students can decide on the values which they think are 
important and on how these values are represented in our society.   

 

Students will access the things they need for this day via a dedicated 
website and a team of teachers will meet with them in video-
classrooms during the day to discuss their work.  The presentations 
can be a poster, a video, a poem we know our students are creative 
and imaginative and we are looking forward to seeing what they 
submit.  

 

 

What does a sock and bucket, plank and 
juggling have in common?  
 
They are part of our virtual sports day! 
 

Students will not have lessons that day but there will be a 
series of easily accessible challenges throughout the day, led 
virtually from the PE department.  Students will earn 
certificates for themselves and points for their houses and 
form throughout the day by submitting their scores in each 
event. 
 
Which house will win the virtual sports day? 
 
Check your emails/Show My Homework for Google Classroom 
joining instructions on Monday 6 July 2020. 
 
Follow along on the day on Twitter @Thorpe_PE   

Last Monday we launched our exciting Key Stage 4 Launchpad website for Year 9 transition to Key 
Stage 4. 

 

Students are introduced to their new preference teachers, their new courses and complete a transition 
project over the remaining weeks of term.  This will ensure they are ready to begin Key Stage 4 in 
September positively having engaged with the projects. 

 

I am proud that so many of our Year 9 students have engaged with the Launchpad and we are already awarding many 
certificates for engagement and high quality work. 

 

A reminder that in order to access the full range of resources and hand in work students must register on the Google Classroom for 
that subject. 

 

Mathematics, English, Science, PSHE and PE will continue to set work on Show My Homework so students must log in every day.  

 

Well done to Year 9 students.  We cannot wait to see more of your excellent work!  

Mrs Wilkinson 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/

