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We are busy preparing for the full reopening of TSAS in September and look forward to welcoming back all
year groups. Information will follow next week regarding how this will work and a start date for each Year
Group.
Thank you for your ongoing support and understanding as we ensure we can safely open and provide the
very best educational experience for our students.

I hope students engage fully in our Seize the Summer Programmes to continue to support their learning.
Keep learning, keep safe and keep smiling.

From next week, the existing timetable and online face to face sessions have finished for all year
groups and students have been issued with work to complete throughout the summer ready for
September.
This includes challenges for Year 7 and 8, Launchpad for Year 9 GCSE preparation and for Core
subject lessons and GCSE preparation work for Year 10 which will be assessed in September.
1:1 and small group tuition continues for all years across the school for identified students, online.
All Year 10s are invited to join our summer online tutoring programme, with school staff, for a fortnight and we are delighted with
the positive responses to these programmes with over 100 signed up already.
Everybody needs to Seize the Summer this year to continue learning as well as having a well deserved ‘R and R’ in preparation for
the new year.
Mrs Bignell

On Monday 13 July 2020, we are suspending our Year 7s’
daily timetable so that they can focus on the values and
ideals that we, as a society, hold as being important.
Students will access the things they need for this day via a dedicated
website and a team of teachers will meet with them in video-classrooms
during the day to discuss their work. Students have received an email
from the teacher they are going to work with, inviting them to join a
virtual classroom. Links to the website will be posted to Show My
Homework on Monday.
The presentations can be a poster, video, or a poem. We know our
students are creative and imaginative and we are looking forward to
seeing what they submit.
Mr Dewar

Please follow the link
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
safeguarding-2/ for the latest edition of the
Online Safety Newsletter.

Students who are not eligible for free transport may be
able to purchase spare seats on contracted vehicles
transporting eligible students. Applications for spare
seats will only be considered once the Local Authority
have allocated all eligible children to transport and are
confident that spare seats are available. This decision is
unlikely to be before the start of the school term in
September and parents applying for a spare seat should
have their own arrangements in place in case a seat is
not available. If during the school year the seat is
needed for an eligible student, the discretionary place
can be withdrawn at a week’s notice.
The full policy is here School Transport Policy and you
will also find there the priority order for allocating spare
seats.
If you would like to be considered for a spare seat next
year then please email
educationtransport@norfolk.gov.uk.

Sophie Tutt

Emily Doggett

Thought of the Week
Judging a person doesn’t define who they are. It defines who you
are.
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On a damp and wet Wednesday, the PE department took sports day from the school field
to the living rooms and gardens of hundreds of Year 7 and 8 students this week. Our
Twitter account was inundated with ‘tags’ from students and parents sending in video
and photographs, constantly interacting with us and others as the feel good atmosphere
spread across all available ‘virtual’ platforms.
The activity videos were each filmed by a different member of the PE department with simple instructions to follow but we saw some
brilliant creativity from our students to complete them with whatever equipment they could find. The rain could not prevent students
racing outside to film their ‘air claps’ or ‘wall tosses’ with many showing excellent perseverance and resilience.
In true sports day tradition there has to be a winner but there were many great statistics other than the overall prize. We had 311
students from Year 7 and 8 take part and there were 2,182 results submitted as we reached the deadline, with students averaging
around 7 results each. Polaris form P6 submitted the most results with 79 and Sirius house sent in the most results overall with 461. It
was actually Mira house that averaged the most events per student with 7.8 to lift them into second place overall despite less students
taking part.
Individually there were also some fantastic results with Mitchell King (M5) achieving 83 on the wall toss and Kyla Langan
(M1) close behind with 73. Finlay Arnup (C1) recorded an amazing 106 on the speed bounce whilst Ruby Gabell (M1) and
Sofia Odell (M3) were equally matched on 76. Mollie Brown (P1) recorded an almost unimaginable 30 minutes in the ski sit
position whilst Hayden Snowling (M9) lasted for an equally impressive 19 minutes. Henry Bullen (A9) and Anna Warren
(M9) showed off their strength to produce 46 and 40 full press ups respectively. On the final activity Molly Mckay (A8) and
Harry Youngman (A2) clearly had energy left as they recorded 112 and 102 step ups respectively.
Overall the day was an amazing success, we could never have predicted how many students would take part, interact throughout the
day and cause our mobile phones to run out of battery from all of the Twitter notifications we were getting. Sirius house proved that
you can take away the events from the school field but you can not take away their title without a fight as they took the sports day
crown for the fourth year in a row.
Mr Shearer

We have heard it said many times in Open Evenings and Parents Evenings, “Oh, this is RE? It’s not like it used to be when I was at
school…” And we would hope not! RE (Ethics, as we call it at Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form) has developed like other
curriculums.
The RE curriculum in all year groups at Key stage 3 offers an opportunity for students to engage with a diverse range of voices,
experiences and beliefs. This knowledge helps to develop understanding and promotes tolerance because it equips students with the
skills to engage with differences in a respectful way. Another key concept which underpins most aspects of the RE curriculum is
compassion. We explore a range of experiences, including many forms of prejudice or injustice, where students explore the lived
experiences of those being treated unfairly. This enables students to empathise and develop compassion for the difficulties that many
people face. More specifically when we look at heroes, key figures in Religion and society we ensure that we represent people from all
different races and backgrounds and that the message we are learning about in our lessons is one of acceptance, kindness and
celebrating diversity.
We learn about major faiths in our lessons and the diversity within those faiths, we learn about the experiences and lives of people all
around the world, from their perspective.

This year in our Year 9 transition project we are exploring what it means 'to matter' followed by different perspectives on social
inclusion for all. The overall project is trying to raise awareness of different perspectives on BLM as well as developing the students'
knowledge of the bigger picture and the wider historical, social and moral issues involved. This will help them to engage critically with
the media's representation of these issues and encourages students to develop their own beliefs and values about how people should
be treated.
The Local Education Authority has written a new syllabus for RE, which will begin to be used in schools from September 2020. We will
be updating and adapting our RE curriculum to continue to develop an understanding and empathy for our students of people of all
faiths and none.
We hope that this gives you an overview of what we are teaching in our curriculum area and that it is evident that diversity and
tolerance is at the route of everything in our RE lessons.
Miss Allen

