
 

Curriculum Overview for Textiles 

When What Why How 
 
Autumn Term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
Spring Term 
 
 

Bag Project:  
Students design and make a bag 
following a design brief that states the 
bag should be visible at night. Students 
are introduced to new techniques, as 
well as building on the skills learnt 
during Year 7.  They will learn about 
new and emerging technologies as well 
as traditional textiles techniques.  
 
 
Skills Project: 
Students are introduced to new 
decorative and construction 
techniques and are encouraged to 
develop their accuracy and ability on 
the sewing machine. 
 
Christmas Practical: 
Students design and make a textiles 
product of their choice. This could be a 
tree decoration, bunting or a stocking 
 
 
 
 
Recycled Cushion: 
Students will follow a design brief that 
asks them to make a cushion using 

Bag Project:  
Students learn how to follow a specific 
design brief, and gain an understanding 
of how products are developed to help 
the user. They will develop their 
knowledge and understanding in 
preparation for their GCSE course.  
 
 
 
 
Skills Project: 
Students develop an understanding of 
decorative and construction techniques 
in order to produce innovative and 
creative practical work. 
 
 
Christmas Practical: 
Students learn to apply their creativity 
and knowledge of decorative and 
construction techniques to a festive 
product. 
 
 
 
Recycled Cushion: 
Students need to understand recycling, 
upcycling and the impact on the 

Bag Project:  
Students will be introduced to 
new techniques such as batik and 
taught how to use more complex 
materials and equipment such as 
reflective fabric and the wax pot. 
Each student will produce a bag 
using the techniques and skills 
learned during the project.  
 
 
Skills Project: 
Students will be taught 
techniques such as Silk painting, 
Reverse applique, different types 
of seams such as French, flat fell 
and overlocked, Gathers. 
 
Christmas Practical: 
Students will have the freedom to 
choose any of the decorative 
techniques learnt so far in Year 8 
to make their product. They will 
be guided on how to apply their 
skills to construct a new product. 
 
Recycled Cushion: 
Students will be taught how to 
construct their patchwork 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Summer Term 

recycled fabrics only. They will use 
Patchwork to construct the cushions. 
They will learn about design 
specifications and target market 
audiences. Recycling and Upcycling will 
also be covered. Types of production 
will be investigated. Different types of 
fibres and fabrics, and their properties 
will also be introduced.  
 
 
 
 
 
Gadget Case: 
Students will design and make a gadget 
case following the design brief of 
cultural patterns. They will use plain 
white cotton, and then using the 
decorative techniques create their own 
fabric print. This can then be made into 
a phone, laptop or other gadget case. 
 
 
 
Designers:  
Students will investigate the work of 
the following designers: 

a) Alessi 
b) Apple 
c) Heatherwick Studio 
d) Joe Casely-Hayford 
e) Pixar 

environment, so this project ensures 
this is covered in a fun and exciting way. 
They will further develop their 
understanding of following a design 
brief. Properties of fibres and fabrics 
will be taught and understood in 
preparation for their GCSE Exam and 
NEA.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gadget Case: 
Students will analyse the work of 
existing designers and learn about 
components and their properties in 
order to gain a better understanding of 
the design process.  
 
 
 
 
 
Designers: 
These designers are creative, innovative 
and diverse and can give us a wealth of 
inspiration for our Textiles projects 

cushions. They will be shown 
different types of production 
methods and will investigate 
these as a class.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gadget Case: 
Students will build on their 
practical skills they have covered 
so far to make individual gadget 
cases, responding to their chosen 
culture.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Designers: 
Students will work in groups to 
research the work of designers. 
They will produce a presentation 
and information for their class.  
 



f) Raymond Loewy 
g) Tesla 
h) Zaha Hadid.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


