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Next week we will be reminding students of who we ARE at school and why. More than ever, it is vital that all
students Aspire, Respect and Engage. All students in Years 7 to 11 have been invited to Year Group form activities so,
open the link and listen to assemblies and find help and support for mental health, well-being and working online.
It is amazing to see how well students are engaging with their remote learning and aspiring to do well during this
lockdown. Since the start of term over 20000 ARE+ Points have been awarded! Well done everyone, keep up the
fantastic work.

#weAREStillYourSchoolWe

want students to continue to feel part of the school community as
#WeAREStillYourSchool, we are still here for you and we still care. We will stay in contact, either by phone or email and teachers will be
online ready to teach you as per your timetable. We have not gone away!
It is also important that students look after themselves. Hopefully, students will remember the Form Time Activities that they did about
the 5 steps to well-being, as recommended by the NHS: Connect, Keep Learning, Be Active, Give and Take Notice. It is really important
that students do these 5 things. Here are some suggestions as to how students can take each of those 5 steps:

Connect: From Monday 18 January we will be running our Form Time programme to help maintain our school community. Students
will receive an invite to their Year Group ‘Form Activities’ Classroom so that they can continue to access the school Form Time
Programme by listening to assemblies and reflecting upon their learning, development and who they ARE.
Keep Learning: Students need to attend all their online lessons and think deeply about what they are learning. Lockdown should not
be a barrier to progression. Students need to turn up and submit their work to their teacher and meet any deadlines that are set.
Be Active: From Monday 18 January our PE Department will be going online for student’s CORE PE Lessons in order to keep everyone
physically active and energised.
Give: Student’s home experience will all be about compromise at the moment. Make sure students give time to those they live with at
home; help with the dishes, keep things tidy and give people some space. These small things will make all the difference, especially if
everyone is at home.
Take Notice: Be aware of how your child is feeling and take action. Lots of our students are very good at seeking support when
required whether that be from family or a trusted adult in school and readily access the well-being support offered. However, we want
to reach out formally to you by inviting students to attend a 'hints and tips for well-being in lockdown' which will be delivered by our
school counsellor, Mr Byram. This will be rolled out over the coming weeks and will begin with Year 11. Students will receive a
notification of their timetabled slot through Google Classroom.
Mr Lambert
Come and join in the fun
with the PE department.
As a department we have missed your smiles,
your energy, but mainly we just miss you!
So, PE is going live. We are putting on live
online workouts via Google Meet for each year
group.

How it will work; on the following days
students can click on the Google Meet link in
their 'Physical Education Key Stage 3' Google
classroom. If students are not in the classroom
the code they need is l6aauiz.
This will begin next week (Monday 18
January 2021)
7S Mondays P2
7N Fridays P3
8S Tuesdays P5
8N Monday P3
9S Thursdays P4
9N Wednesdays P2
We cannot wait to see you all again
PE Department

The School Day
Lesson 1: 8.25 - 9.25
Lesson 2: 9.35 – 10.35
Lesson 3: 10.50 – 11.50
Lesson 4: 12.00 – 13.00
Lesson 5: 14.00 – 15.00

This scheme is open to children
and young people who: Don’t
have access to a fixed broadband connection or cannot
afford the additional data needed to access educational
resources or social care services. Please complete the
form
here.
https://forms.gle/rKysoPZ3tNdTfXnAA

https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/
These are unusual times for families. There may be questions you have about what is
happening for your family at the moment. The JustOneNorfolk.nhs.uk website is the
new 'go to' health website for Norfolk families. They are dedicated to providing
children and young people’s health services to the community.

“We just wanted to say what a
fantastic job you are all doing in
providing fantastic online
learning. Esther has been fully
engaged and is enjoying the
lessons and engagement with
her teachers and class
students.”

Please see our website for the
current Risk Assessment.
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The consultation arrangements for teacher assessments for
Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have only just been started by Ofqual,
so dates for any further assessments, if any, will not be known
for some time.
Please follow the school calendar and do not book holidays
before the school closes on Wednesday 21 July 2021.
We will inform you as soon as we have confirmation.
Mr Hookway
Young people are spending much more time
online and it is therefore paramount that
parents check their child's online activity.

We are working to repurpose our school
registration system to monitor students’
engagement in our video lessons.
Teachers take a register during the video meeting and update the school
registration system. If your child does not attend the video meeting, you
may receive an email alerting you to this. The message includes some
contact details so that you can contact us if there is a problem with
access to the video meetings, or to the online resources that they
support.
Mr Dewar

If you are experiencing any technical difficulties with IT
please email itsupport-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk.

Please see a link to an article highlighting the dangers within
apps such as Instagram and Facebook.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/about-us/news-opinion/2020/
instagram-grooming-crimes-children-lockdown/
There are various ways available to support you in monitoring
your child's online usage. The NSPCC have an excellent section
on their website providing lots of useful information.
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/onlinesafety/parental-controls/
Mrs Veeren

“I’d just like to say a
massive thank you to
each and every one of
your staff for their
amazing effort with the
challenges they face
with online learning! “

Given the current lockdown situation, all providers of Post-16 (Further) Education will be hosting
virtual interviews. Not all providers interview students, and some providers hold their interviews
at different points in the year. If your child has any concerns about their Post-16 plans, for example they have applied somewhere but
have not heard anything yet, in the first instance contact the provider but secondly, a reminder that Miss Emmerson, our Pathways
Guidance Coordinator, is available to help. Please email her: careersadvice@yare-edu.org.uk with the details.
National Apprenticeship Week 2021 aims to shine a light on the amazing work being done by employers and apprentices across the
country. #NAW2021 will take place from 8 to 14 February 2021 and we are planning a number of promotional activities during Form
Time. If you are an employer that offers apprenticeships or would have some tips to offer our students who are interested in becoming
an apprentice, please get in touch with us - careersadvice@yare-edu.org.uk
For students in Year 11 (and 13!) who might be interested in exploring the apprenticeship route as a career pathway, the Careers Team
will be hosting a virtual Apprenticeship Workshop on Thursday 13 February 2021 at 3.30 pm until 4.00 pm. Students: If you are
interested in joining us via a Google Meet, please click on this link to reserve your place. We will be looking at how to find and apply for
apprenticeship opportunities.
Regarding Year 13 Work Experience (September 2021), Year 12 students have been emailed noting the difficulties they may be
experiencing in securing a suitable Work Experience given the current COVID-19 Lockdown. Please bear with employers at this difficult
time. Should you need further help and support, please contact Miss Emmerson at careersadvice@yare-edu.org.uk. There are
currently a number of virtual opportunities that are available and these have been shared on the Work Experience Google
Classroom. The deadline for paperwork to be completed and handed in to Miss Emmerson has been
extended to Friday 28 May 2021.
Students in Year 9 are currently exploring elements of the Careers World, learning about different sectors
and exploring current labour market information. Where will their research take them? This work
coincides with the Year 9 Preferences work that will begin soon.
Mr Dewar
Miss Emmerson
Mr Fish

Website: thorpecareersportal.info
Email: careersadvice@yare-edu.org.uk
Twitter: @tsascareers

Link to Apprenticeship Workshop

https://forms.gle/dYWKfGBAcQi9iwcH8

Thank you so much for
sorting Luke's RMUnify
and sending the links. I
was at work today so
couldn't take your call,
but really appreciate
everything you have
done to help.

www.thorpestandrewschool.org | Twitter

@tsas_norwich | office@thorpe-st-andrew.norfolk.sch.uk

#weAREStillYourSchool
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Issue 15 - 15 January 2021

Wash your hands before and after touching the mask.
Touch only the bands or ties when putting on and taking off your mask.

Make sure the mask fits to cover your nose, mouth and chin. ...
Make sure you can breathe and talk comfortably through your mask.
Wash reusable masks after each use.

Thank you to our wonderful students for engaging so positively with our remote learning provision
since we launched our blended learning ‘live’ teaching across the whole school.
It has been a genuine
school community.

pleasure to engage with our students face to face and to feel a more connected part of the wider

Engagement and feedback in the live learning has been excellent across all year groups. Our students are very quickly getting to grips
with Google Classroom and Google Meet. Both the quality and quantity of work handed in has been very impressive.

We would also like to thank our parents and carers for their support as we all get used to these new ways of learning.
We remain committed that access to technology should not be a barrier to accessing our online provision.
To date, almost 300 Chromebooks have been loaned to families to ensure that all students can access the curriculum and keep
learning.
We want all of our students to engage fully with our remote learning offer so that they return to school with no gaps in their
learning. All teachers will take a register for the live lesson so that we can support families and students with attendance. We
understand that there will be a number of reasons why students may not be able to attend a live lesson and you may be contacted by
BEST or the Sixth Form team to support further with this.
#WeAREstillyourschool
It is important that we continue to recognise students for their efforts in their learning. We have had some excellent work submitted
so far and superb engagement from all year groups.
In recognition of the hard work many of our students are putting in at the moment we will be issuing virtual certificates via
email. These are supplementary to our standard certificates and awards in school. We will continue to award our standard
certificates electronically. Students will receive the actual certificate and any associated badges when the school fully opens.
As we move all of our communication online please discuss the expectations below with your child at home.
Google Classroom and Google Meet Rules, Expectations and Etiquette
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

When communicating with your teachers and peers online, posts should always be positive and appropriate.
Do not use negative language or inappropriate words.
Praising one another’s creativity, thoughts, and work is GREAT!
Ensure that Posts and Questions are Relevant .
All posts to the Google classroom or Google Meet should directly relate to the task or topic. Don’t post “just to post”.
Proofreading: Your post could potentially be seen by everyone in the class, including other students, your teacher, and your
parents. Ensure that the post is appropriate for using in a classroom setting.
Double check your writing for spelling and grammar errors before submitting.
Avoid using text lingo, slang and other non-academic writing.
Patience is key! We are all learning this new tool together. Some will move faster than others, and that s ok!
Mrs Wilkinson

