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On Wednesday 10 February 2021 we would like all students and anyone at home to join us for Wellbeing 
Wednesday.  Instead of the usual lessons, throughout the day there will be activities, challenges and 
ideas on and off the screen which promote well being and a sense of community.  

 

A further list of activities will follow and how to share your involvement with us.  We are really excited 
about this day which we think will give our students some time to reflect, take stock and recharge.  

 

Please ensure that your child has joined their google classroom for form time which is where the activities will be 
generated and any google meets linked to the day. Please also check the school website and follow us on twitter 
@tsas_norwich for further updates. 

Test your Internet.  Whilst no system is 100% perfect, filtering 
can reduce the possibility of your child seeing content that they 

should not be able to.  You can test your broadband or mobile connection here:  
http://testfiltering.com/personal/                                                                 Mrs Veeren 

My name is Izzy Mair and I am the COVID-
19 Test Centre Co-ordinator. 

 

Whether your child is working from home or coming onto the school site, I 
thought it a good idea to update you on what has been happening in terms of the 
COVID-19 Test Centre, located at Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form.  

 

The Centre has been up and running for two weeks, officially opening for business 
on Friday 15 January 2021.  In that time, we have trained 16 staff for a variety of 
roles within the team and we have processed 275 staff tests over 8 sessions.  On 
Wednesday 20 January 2021, we opened to students for the first time and so far, 
have processed 64 tests, over two sessions!  Thank you to all of you (both staff and 
students) who have come through the Centre - you all need a bravery sticker - well 
done! 

 

Currently, we are only testing students and staff members who are studying/
working on the school site.  The Centre is open for student testing on Wednesday 
mornings – where this is not possible there will be other smaller slots made 
available to students on Tuesdays and Fridays. 

 

We are aware that students studying at home may not have undertaken a test and 
they maybe worried about doing so.  The Test Centre Team (with the help of our IT 
team) have created a video which takes you through the process and even shows 
you what happens to your test once taken.  You can watch it here:  https://
youtu.be/2bC4x9CZPUI. 

 

We also need assistance in getting 100% returns on the NHS Test and Trace 
consent form for COVID-19 Testing, whether you consent to your child being 
tested or not.  This will enable us to plan and schedule in advance, for mass testing 
when we are able to return to school.  Thank you to all who have returned their 
forms.  If you have yet to do so, please click here:  and complete as soon as 
possible. 

 

We have set up a page on the website for additional information, you can find this 
here.  

 

If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
me via email at the following:  imair8kq@yare-edu.org.uk.  If your child has taken 
a test with us and you would like to offer a comment on how we can improve the 
service, I would also appreciate an email.  

 

Thank you for bearing with us and we look forward to welcoming your child (or 
welcoming them back) to the centre soon.   

Izzy Mair - For and on behalf of the COVID-19 Test Centre Team 

Our T Level Digital 
students recently took 

part in the RITTech:  Get Ahead, Get Recognised, 
Social Media Content Creation Competition from 
the BCS (British Computer Society).  Students were 
tasked with creating a digital asset that could be 
used as part of a National campaign.  
Congratulations to Keiran who was one of three 
Highly Commended entries!  Keiran will now 
receive feedback from the judges, have the 
opportunity to make amendments to his entry and 
then this could be used as part of the National 
Technicians Make it Happen campaign 
(@Technicians_mih on Instagram) social media 
campaign. 

Ms Bernard 

We have just 
received the end of 

the cycle statistics for our 2020 UCAS applicants.  
We are pleased to announce that our success rate 
was 92.5% against a National average of 78%.  
Well done to all our students who have clearly 
impressed university admission officers together 
with their excellent grades.  

Ms Bernard 

County Lines is the term 
used to describe gangs 
supplying drugs to other 
parts of the UK, using 

dedicated mobile phone lines.  Gangs are more 
likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults in 
order to move and store drugs and money.  To do 
this they use coercion, intimidation, violence and 
weapons. 

 

St Giles invites you to a session that aims to help 
parents and carers identify signs that a child may 
be involved in County Lines and gain an 
understanding of how to appropriately respond.  

 

Please follow the link for details of times and how 
to book. 

LINK 
Mrs Veeren 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
http://testfiltering.com/personal/
https://youtu.be/2bC4x9CZPUI
https://youtu.be/2bC4x9CZPUI
https://forms.gle/Aj6Uph5tVpv3c9Qd9
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/covid-19/
mailto:imair8kq@yare-edu.org.uk
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2021/01/Norfolk-SOS-parents-leaflet-2021-002.pdf
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"In September 2020, my goal was 
100 positives by the end of the year.  
We are only half way through and I 
have tripled the amount.  It’s crazy.  I 
have 300* and I hope I can aspire 
people to engage with school too." 

Mollie Brown, Year 8 Student 
 

Mollie should be tremendously proud of her achievement.  
Mollie is the first student to gain this level of award in the 
school.  It demonstrates such a positive mind set even during a 
challenging time for everyone.  A positive message is reinforced 
to all the Year 8 students each week in my assemblies and I can 
assure everyone that Year 8's are being as 'Positive' as they can 
be. 

Mr Asker, Head of Year 8 

What a fantastic effort from 
everyone so far this year.  Last 

week, students at Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form 
earned more ARE+ Points than any other week since the start of 
term.  This is an amazing achievement and truly underscores 
who we ARE.   

 

Since remote learning started there have been 55000 ARE+ 
Points awarded and we have issued our first 'Engage School 
Colours' to Mollie in Year 8.  Colours are awarded for receiving 
over 150 ARE+ Points in one characteristic.  Well done Mollie!  A 
number of students are close to this figure and we look forward 
to celebrating their achievements soon.   

 

#Aspire #Respect #Engage 
Mr Lambert 

Thank you for your feedback on our remote learning provision and your positive comments in favour of our 
blended learning approach. 

 

92% of respondents have told us that they are happy with the blended learning that is being offered.   If you are 
a parent or carer of students at the school please use this opportunity to respond to our survey.  It will be closed 
Monday morning! 

https://forms.gle/5NssVjijLFVebKDe7 

 

Students, your views are being collected by subject areas and we will run a whole school survey for you all next week!  

 

In response to parent and carer feedback we have decided that we will still use Class Charts to record ‘Lack of Engagement for 
Remote Learning’. 

 

However, the negative point has been removed.  

 

There are many reasons this may be awarded to a student who is not engaging but often it turns out to be a technical issue why they 
have not engaged.  We continue to need to follow up on student engagement so this can be tracked and investigated but is no longer 
attributed to a negative point.  

 

Although feedback on the remote provision was overwhelmingly positive many parents have raised concerns regarding the amount of 
screen time for their child.  Students should use lunchtime and break times to take a break from the screen, where possible getting 
outside for some air. 

 

Remember that form time activities do not have to be done during the allocated form time and can be done at a different time, if any 
student feels they need a break from the screen and to get outside and be active.  

 

We will continue to monitor our survey results as we seek to further improve the quality of our remote learning offer.  

Mrs Wilkinson and Ms Allen 

Thought of the Week - I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people will forget what you did, 

but people will never forget how you made them feel. -- Maya Angelou  

“I must say learning from 

home has been going really 

well and would like to 

thank you all for your hard 

work and efforts through 

this uncertain time.” 

Thank you to the member of our wider school community for your kind and generous donation 
to purchase IT equipment for our students who are learning at home remotely.  

 

This donation is very much appreciated and will be used to continue to provide our students 
with high quality remote learning during this period of national lockdown and beyond. 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/5NssVjijLFVebKDe7
https://www.entrepreneur.com/topic/maya-angelou

