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We are delighted to be welcoming students into school over the next two weeks in preparation for full
reopening from Wednesday 10 March 2021.
In order to facilitate opening all students have been offered lateral flow device (LFD) tests to check for asymptomatic cases
of COVID-19. Students need to complete three onsite LFD tests three to five days apart and will be provided with home
tests thereafter for twice weekly asymptomatic testing. Although testing is not mandatory it is strongly recommended and is an
additional measure in ensuring our COVID-19 safe environment. Please ensure consent has been given and the form returned via this
LINK. No consent, no test.
Testing will take place as a ‘book, test and go’ sytem on:
Test 1
Test 2

Thursday 4 March 2021 or Friday 5 March 2021
Monday 8 March 2021 or Tuesday 9 March 2021

You are required to book two test slots via LINK by 9.00 am Monday 1 March 2021.

NO SLOT, NO TEST.

Test 3 will take place on Thursday 11 March 2021 or Friday 12 March 2021. Students will be allocated a time to attend the Test
Centre. This will be arranged by the school. Students need to take ALL THREE tests.
Further information on testing is available here.
If your child is following Public Health advice to self isolate or shield during this period they should stay at home and not book a test.
Similarly, any student who has tested positive in the last 90 days should not book a test as this can invalidate the test result.
Throughout the testing days our school provision for vulnerable students and the children of key workers continue and live blended
learning lessons following the students timetable will be operating for all. Staff are aware that students may be absent if attending the
test centre during these days.
On Tuesday 2 March 2021 work will be set on Google Classroom for all lessons but there will be no live lessons as all staff will be in
school for testing and reopening induction.
Following the three on site LFD tests students will be given home testing kits to conduct their LFD tests twice per week at home. If your
child takes part in these tests, results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace and shared with the school. Further information will
follow on home testing.
Our test site will remain open on identified days so that students who are unable or unwilling to self test at home can complete the test
in school.
We will only notify you if your child has a positive result. If you do not hear from us, your child has tested negative in the LFD tests and
they should attend school from Wednesday 10 March 2021 unless they start to display symptoms of Coronavirus.
If your child receives a positive LFD result, you will be contacted immediately and a member from the same household will have to
collect their child from school as public transport cannot be used and the whole household should self isolate immediately for 10 days.
There is no need to take a further PCR test despite information you may have seen previously, this requirement has been removed.
(Please inform the school.)
From Wednesday 10 March 2021 attendance is mandatory for all students and we will have to follow government rules for
attendance which means sanctions could be issued in the case of non-attendance.
If your child is following Public Health Advice and they are shielding or have received a letter from the Government, or have
Coronavirus, parents WILL NOT be penalised for any non-attendance. Students not attending for these reasons will need to continue to
access remote learning. Via this LINK..
If your child is ill or unable to work online, please contact the Absence Line (Mrs Buxton) – 01603 497722 to ensure there are accurate
records. All absences will be followed up and parents contacted. All students absent from school can access home learning LINK to
ensure they keep up with their learning. Work can be completed outside of the school and when they are starting to feel better but will
help their return to school.
If your child is required to attend and they or you are anxious or concerned please contact their Head of Year, in the first instance:
Head Year 7 - Mr Robb - arobb3nrl@yare-edu.org.uk and Miss McCloy jmccloy7nr9@yare-edu.org.uk, Head Year 8 - Mr Asker dasker6nrq@yare-edu.org.uk, Head Year 9 - Mr Coleman, scoleman4lrv@yare-edu.org.uk, Head Year 10 - Mr Bowman sbowman5nry@yare-edu.org.uk, Head Year 11 - Mr Mortimer, gmortimer8nrd@yare-edu.org.uk, Heads of Sixth Form Miss Woodcock kwoodcock3nrq@yare-edu.org.uk and Mr Kayeakaye6grc@yare-edu.org.uk
We can discuss your worries in more detail, consider approaches of support to return to school and provide reassurance.
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If any student displays symptoms and tests positive for COVID-19, please email trackandtrace-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk to
inform the school as confirmed cases need to be reported to the PHE.
Please follow the LINK for COVID-19 symptoms.
The school has implemented a wide range of protective measures to keep our students and
staff safe upon their return to school. Our Risk Assessment summary has been updated and
is available via LINK.
These measures continue from before including our separate Year schools and sanitiser on arrival as well as respecting social distancing
and ventilation.
In order to assist us in minimizing the risk of infection, please ensure your child is only bringing essential items into school which must
include:
Required every day: Filled Water Bottle, Black pen, Pencil, Eraser, Ruler, Highlighter Pens, Glue Stick, A pair of scissors, A
packet of tissues
For Mathematics and Science lessons: Protractor, Compass, Calculator
Optional Equipment: Coloured pencils, Coloured pens For Technology lessons: Apron
May we please remind students that mobile phones should be switched off on arrival and left in their bag all day. Students will be asked
to follow our Health and Safety procedures (Risk Assessment) at all times as this is essential for the safety of the whole school
community.
Prior to the third national lockdown commencing on January 2021, all students were required to wear a face covering as they arrived to
school and when moving around the school buildings or inside communal areas when not eating.
Following a change to Government recommendations it will be mandatory for all students to wear a face covering when on the school
site AT ALL TIMES, in classrooms and all indoor and outdoor spaces where social distancing cannot be maintained.
The only time students can remove face coverings is when eating and drinking or on the field at lunchtimes.
We are taking this additional precautionary measure until Easter and will be reviewed in line with Government recommendations.
Please ensure your child has an acceptable face covering everyday. We suggest that all have a spare face covering in their bag if
needed. We have an emergency supply of disposable masks that will be issued if they do not have one. Public Heath England published
guidance on how to make a simple face covering which can be found here.

A few people are exempt from wearing face coverings. This applies to those who:



cannot put on, wear or remove a face covering because of a physical impairment or disability, illness or mental health difficulties
where putting on, wearing or removing a face covering will cause you severe distress

If you feel that your child is in one of these categories, please contact BEST to discuss the issue.
As you can see in our Attitude Procedure if students fail to wear a face covering this can become a disciplinary issue and students
repeatedly failing to follow this advice or parents refusing to support this advice may result in a child needing to follow Remote Learning
at home. We believe that all students and parents are fully supportive of wearing face coverings and helping keep everybody safe by
not spreading the virus.
Follow the LINK to see how beneficial wearing a mask is to stop the spread of the virus.

We remain in a National Lockdown
situation and ask all students to travel
to school as per the National Guidance. Please follow the LINK for more
information.

School will be operating as normal with hot
and cold food and snacks at break and
lunchtimes. We are operating a cashless service and
therefore money needs to be uploaded to ParentPay.

Thank you for your continued support during these different times. We appreciate all your efforts, support and really look forward to
welcoming back all our students.
If you have any queries please contact office@thorpe-st-andrew.norfolk.sch.uk.

