
Curriculum Overview for Music - Year 8 

When? What? Why? How? Support  

Autumn Half Term - 1 Keyboard and Theory 
Topic 

To build on existing knowledge learnt at Key 
Stage 3. To enable the students to perform 
and compose music through different 
genres. 

Students are taught to read treble and 
bass clef. This skill is then applied to the 
keyboard enabling students to read and 
play using both hands. 

Making music fun. 
Musical Contexts. 
ABRSM theory books. 
Easy keyboard books. 

Autumn Half Term - 2 Blues and Jazz Topic To develop students’ understanding of bass 
lines and chords and to understand the 12 
Bar Blues structure. 

Students examine the lyrics of blues 
songs before composing their own set 
of lyrics. Students use keyboards and 
ukuleles to perform an ensemble of a 
blues piece. 

‘In the Mood’ audio. 
Easy to play Blues piano books. 
 

Spring Half Term - 1 Film Music To explore leitmotifs and how they have 
been used to represent characters in films. 
To explore musical clichés in silent films. 

Students compose their own 
soundtrack and perform a number of 
James Bond themes. They listen to 
various pieces and use musical 
vocabulary to answer questions. 

James Bond theme tunes. 
Easy to play film music book. 

Spring Half Term - 2 Form and Structure Students will learn about call and response 
and how musical question and answer 
phrases balance each other to form a 
complete structure. They explore the use of 
Binary and Ternary form in composition. 

Throughout the unit students listen to 
examples of music based on each of the 
musical structures they are exploring 
and compose and perform within these 
forms.  Emphasis in this unit is placed 
on staff notation and melody writing. 

Composing books. 
Sibelius software. 

Summer Half Term - 1 African Music 
 
 

Students will explore the main rhythmic 
musical features and devices used in African 
music, particularly the African drumming 
tradition of West Africa. Students will learn 
about different drum strokes used in 
drumming. 

Through composing, performing and 
improvising simple rhythms, they will 
turn these into cyclic rhythms. Students 
will explore the use of syncopation and 
polyrhythms. 

African drums. 
 

Summer Half Term - 2 Pop Song Students are learning about different 
musical devices used in popular songs 
including the use of hooks and riffs.  
Students will learn about how pop songs are 
arranged and how different artists and 
groups have created various arrangements 
of the same song. 

Though listening, composing and 
performing students will compose their 
own pop song and perform this to the 
class. These will be recorded and 
evaluated at the end of the unit. 
 
 

Pop song books. 
 

 


