
Curriculum Overview for English – Year 7 – We will study five units of work over the academic year – to encourage deeper learning and 
address individual student understanding and application of skills covered. 
Please note that timings for individual classes will differ. 

When? What? Why? How? Support  

Autumn Half Term - 1 
What Makes Us 
Human? 
Understanding and 
Producing Non-Fiction 
Texts 

 
 

Students will be analysing a range of 
non-fiction texts to identify key 
features of their construction.  This 
will lead into the creation of a 
variety of non-fiction texts for 
different purposes and audiences. 
 
Students will be introduced to 
weekly spelling and reading 
homework to be completed 
throughout the year. 

This is linked to GCSE English 
Language (Paper 2 – Writers and 
Viewpoints) where students will 
be expected to understand 
viewpoints in non-fiction texts 
and create their own in the 
examination. 

Students will be looking at a 
variety of non-fiction texts, 
recapping language techniques 
that can be used to analyse and 
evaluate the success of texts. 
 
They will produce their own 
version of texts. 
 
 

Encourage students to read widely: 
 

• magazines 

• newspaper articles 

• travel writing 

• information texts  
 
as more experience with these texts 
will be of benefit. 

Autumn Half Term - 2  
Identity and Conflict 
Poetry 

 
 

Students will begin by identifying 
key features of poetry and will 
move on to analysing and 
evaluating their effect.  
 
Throughout the unit, students will 
be developing analytical skills and 
working on analysis of language. 

Poetry is a key component of 
GCSE English Literature and 
analysis skills are in line with 
most areas of GCSE English. 

Students will study poems 
based around a given theme. 
These will be a mixture of 
contemporary and heritage 
poems.  Students will closely 
analyse language choices and 
evaluate the effect on the 
audience. 

A familiarity with a range of poetry 
would be beneficial. 

Spring Half Term - 1 
Empire and The 
Tempest 

 
 

Students will be developing an 
understanding of Shakespearean 
language and his works through 
character study.  They will also be 
furthering their understanding of 
play scripts and their key 
conventions.  Students will learn 
how to link context to text. 
 

GCSE examination work will be 
focused on Shakespeare and 
work on modern plays will be 
required.  Students will be 
developing skills to be using at 
GCSE. 

Students will complete 
assessments based on the 
analysis of a key scene looking 
at themes (for example, Tension 
in the opening scenes of The 
Tempest). 
 
They will also complete an 
assessment based on their 
ability to produce an opening to 
their own play. 

Students can get involved with 
Drama activities in school, can go 
and see plays and can research and 
read different play scripts. 



  

Spring Half Term - 2  
Language CSI: 
Becoming Forensic 
Language Detectives 
 
 

This scheme is a ‘Whodunnit’ that 
requires students to solve a crime 
as Forensic Linguistic Detectives. 
The focus is on language analysis 
and inference, with reinforcement 
and development work of SPAG 
built in.  We are not trying to repeat 
Year 6 SPAG work.  On the contrary, 
we are trying to ensure its relevance 
to the Year 7-11 progress. 

To enthuse and excite students 
right from the moment they 
enter secondary school with a 
curiosity about language, how it 
works and its effects. 

Students will be presented with 
a case study of a crime.  There 
will be clues within language for 
them to follow.  
 
Students will begin to develop 
higher level language analysis 
skills and inference in order to 
solve the crime. 

Encourage students to ask critical 
questions about things that they are 
reading. 
 
Why has this been written? 
How has the writer shown their 
views? How do I know what they 
think? 
 

Summer Half Term – 1 
Literary Fiction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students will experience and 
analyse a range of texts – from 
English Literary Heritage to modern 
day.  
 
Texts include extracts from Charles 
Dickens, Cormac McCarthy, 
Shakespeare and Jane Austen. 
 
Students will read Dracula and will 
be reading the text and working 
with key extracts to develop 
understanding of context, 
characterisation and genre of gothic 
literature.  
 

Students will get used to a variety 
of different prose, authors and 
styles.  They will be able to read 
and understand a variety of 
features in line with GCSE criteria. 
 
‘Heritage’ texts are in line with 
the new GCSE specification – the 
texts will be challenging but will 
prepare students for their study 
into later Key Stage 3 and GCSE. 
 

Students will be developing an 
understanding of plot but also 
working with specific extracts to 
identify the authorial style and 
key features.  
 
Students will be developing 
language analysis and 
evaluating the impact on the 
reader. 
 
Students will read copies of the 
texts and will analyse key 
sections. They will consider the 
importance of context, analyse 
language and character and 
consider the influence of genre. 

All students would benefit from 
research of named authors and 
wider reading of texts by those 
authors.  Ultimately, reading a 
selection of works by different 
authors is important. 
 
Encourage students to do their 
weekly reading homework and to 
cover a host of different novels. 
 
Encourage your child to research 
their novel before and during 
studying. 



 

How Are Students Assessed? 

When we are looking at someone else’s writing: 

Understand, retrieve and organise information from other writers’ work.  AO1 (LANG) 
Analyse the language and the structure of a piece of writing, using subject terminology to do so.  AO2 (LANG), AO2 (LIT) 
Personally respond and react to a writer’s ideas and their craft.  AO3 (LANG), AO1 (LIT) 
Present a thorough and developing argument, embedding and exploring evidence along the way.  AO4 (LANG) 
Understand and present ideas about how context can shape and be reflected in a piece of writing.   AO3 (LIT) 
 
When we are producing our own writing: 

Write clearly, imaginatively and effectively, following a plan.  AO5 (LANG) 
Craft word choices and language devices carefully to achieve highly specific goals.  AO5 (LANG) 
Structure work thoughtfully and carefully for clarity and effect.  AO5 (LANG) 
Write confidently and accurately, using an ambitious vocabulary, a range of sentence structures, and a full range of punctuation marks.  AO6 (LANG), AO4 (LIT) 

 

Writing Skills 

Within each unit of 
work students will: 
 
Learn spellings, 
punctuation and 
grammar to support 
their progress towards 
Key Stage 4. 
 
Develop their own 
individual writing style 
and voice. 

Students will be drawing on their 
work throughout the year, such as 
their analysis and understanding of 
language and control of sentences. 
 
Students will be experimenting with 
different writing styles, different 
audiences and different purposes. 
 
 

Links to GCSE English Language 
(Paper 1) where students will be 
expected to complete descriptive 
or narrative writing. 
 
GCSE English Language (Paper 2) 
where students will be asked to 
write from a certain viewpoint, 
for example, arguing or 
persuading.  

Students will then need to 
analyse their own work to 
identify language and structural 
features. 
 
They will need to use various 
creative writing prompts and 
stimuli to use language for 
effect.  
 
 

Help your child revise for their 
weekly spelling tests throughout the 
year to aid spelling.  Check exercise 
books for common punctuation 
errors. 
 
Use any opportunity you can to help 
your child experiment with their 
writing, offering praise for effort. 
 
 


