
 

Curriculum Overview for Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) – Year 7 

When? What? Why? How? 

Autumn Half 
Term – 1 
 

The Island   To explore elements of shared human experiences and our 
desire for community, celebration, ritual and tradition.  

 

Investigating the purpose of community, birth ceremonies, 
festivals and oral/written traditions.  
This unit consists of a lot of group work which is great to 
build rapport with new students and to explore their 
responses to open questions.  

Autumn Half 
Term – 2 
 

“What is God?” To investigate different ideas about spirituality and our 
connection to something greater than ourselves. 
To begin to analyse different sources of authority and guidance.  
To analyse the key theological similarities and differences 
between and within different religions about the nature of God. 

Explore different ideas of the nature of God, monotheism, 
polytheism, the Trinity, 99 names for Allah, Greek gods, 
source energy, creator energy, inner wisdom/conscience.  

Spring Term –  
Human 
sciences and 
Theology 
 

“Who or what are we 
guided by?”  

To learn about religious leaders and explore how they are a 
source of guidance.  
To evaluate the power of storytelling and its role in inspiring 
and guiding people.    

Through exploration of Native American stories, story of the 
Buddha, Guru Nanak and Jesus.  

To learn what makes a good leader and to explore the use of 
language and rhetorical devices in persuasive speeches.  
To analyse how some people have been influenced by religious 
leaders and have inspired them into action.  

Speeches from influential individuals such as Martin Luther 
King and…? 

Summer Half 
Term – 1 
Theology 

“How do Creation 
narratives shape what it 
means to be human?” 

To contextualise and evaluate how creation narratives shape 
the way that people view humanity 
To evaluate key theological similarities and differences within 
religions and worldviews. 
To understand how beliefs about God as creator/not the 
creator shapes the way that different worldviews may see the 
world and how humans should be viewed. (Christians, Muslims, 
Sikhs, Humanists)  

Exploring different interpretations of the Genesis accounts 
and the impact of Darwin’s Theory of Evolution.  
 

Summer Half 
Term -2 
Philosophy 

“Creation versus Science: 
conflicting or 
complimentary?” 
 
An investigation into the 
Big Bang, Evolution, 
Creation and why we are 
here. 
 

To understand how worldviews and science ask and answer 
different questions. To be able to give own responses with 
empathy and precise language.  To be able to describe different 
responses to the question of how the Universe began.  

Through a study of worldviews (mainly Christianity and 
Humanism) and scientific responses to the start of the 
universe, we explore whether Creation and Science are at 
odds with one another or whether there are indeed 
commonalities.  


