
 

Curriculum Overview for Religion, Philosophy and Ethics (RPE) – Year 8 

When? What? Why? How? 

Autumn Half Term - 1 
Philosophy 

An introduction to Philosophy – ‘Is it 
reasonable to believe in God?’  

To explain different philosophical answers to the 
question showing an understanding of abstract 
concepts such as arguments for the existence of 
God: Cosmological or Teleological arguments as 
found in the work of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
To begin to explain whether an argument is 
coherent and logical using a variety of reasons.  

Through a study of the cosmological and 
teleological arguments as well as the 
Humanist arguments for non-existence and 
Hume argument of flawed design.  

Autumn Half Term – 2 
Theology 

“Does the existence of evil prove God 
doesn’t exist?” 
 

To explain The Problem of Evil and to analyse and 
evaluate different philosophical/religious responses 
to the problem of evil. 

Through a study of The Fall, Soul-Making 
theory, Big Picture theodicy and Karma. 

Spring Half Term – 1 
Philosophy 

“Is it possible to overcome suffering?” 
 
(What is compassion?) 

To understand what it means to suffer and how the 
Four Noble Truths offer a framework for overcoming 
suffering. (link with overcoming evil) 
To investigate how different world views, consider 
what constitutes a ‘good life’ 
To explore the role of compassion in overcoming 
suffering 
Can suffering be good for us? 

Through Buddhist, Christian and Humanist 
codes of conduct and interpretations of 
compassion.  
 

Spring Half Term – 2 
Human sciences 

“Do we have a responsibility to be 
compassionate towards others?”  
 

To apply the codes of conduct from the previous unit 
to a range of modern-day ethical dilemmas such as, 
should the NHS provide healthcare for all?  
To evaluate whether or not compassion would 
improve our lived experiences 

 Through an exploration of environmental 
ethics, business ethics and ethical 
considerations within healthcare.  

Summer Term  
Philosophy and 
Theology 

“Is believing in life after death reasonable?” 
 

To analyse the validity of evidence for life after 
death  
To comprehensively assess how the concept of life 
after death has a role in different religious and non-
religious worldviews. 
To investigate rituals that support the grief and 
bereavement process.  

Comparative study of different perspectives 
including Christianity, Buddhism, Judaism, 
Islam, Sikhism, Hinduism and Humanism. 


