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This week has seen a really successful Year 9 Preference Evening where we welcomed many students and parents
online to discuss the wide range of preferences on offer and give individual advice and information. The live talks by
Curriculum Leaders were really well received and parents reported how useful these were. All students now need to
join in the range of activities of support in school to make their final choice.
It was fantastic to be part of Geography review this week where students in all years were talking about further study
in Geography at GCSE, A Level and degree and how much they enjoyed their lessons in Geography and saw the value of
Geography to their lives.
We will be evaluating the evening and will welcome students and parents responses particularly on how this evening worked online.

Why Reporting a test result is a crucial part of our fight
against COVID-19.
We need to understand the amount of COVID-19 circulating in the
(school) community.
We cannot get a clear picture of COVID-19 rates within the community if
tests are not reported. This includes reporting negative test results, of
which most tests are.
Staff and students should share their result, whether void, positive or
negative, with Test and Trace to help with contact tracing.
Reporting your result helps the NHS monitor the spread of the virus,
combat the virus and save lives. It also enables support to be given to communities across the UK.
Reporting testing will not lead to more school closures, instead, by reporting tests, staff and
students are able to help councils and local health officials understand the community rates of
infection better, enabling them to identify any possible outbreaks early and to take appropriate
action in order to help to break chains of transmission.
It is also important to report test results so that contact tracing beyond the school
environment can take place, and clinical evaluation of the testing programme can be
undertaken effectively.
It is important to report your result online straight away, even if it is negative or invalid. It is
easy to do just click on this LINK.
Recording all results helps us get a better understanding of the spread of the virus across the
country. If we only record positive results, the level of COVID-19 cases will look worse than
they really are. Scientists use the information to spot patterns and outbreaks quicker and
more accurately; helping reduce the risk of future lockdowns.
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Calling all Budding Artists
•
•
•
•
•

Our Annual Competition to design Thorpe St Andrew School and
Sixth Form’s Christmas card is now open.
There will be a winner chosen from each Year Group and a £10
voucher as the prize, so get designing, drawing, painting,
collaging, crafting and making your entry now.
The overall winning design will be used to produce the official
Christmas card and will be sent out to the Thorpe St Andrew
Community.
Please hand your design in to your Year School Office or email
your design to lmiller3kl@yare-edu.org.uk.
The closing date for entries will be Friday 26 November 2001.
Good Luck!
We ARE Thorpe, and we ARE improving

As you know we have challenged our students
to “improve” this half term by completing
work to the best of their ability, being kind and
considerate and by being punctual. This week we also asked students
to think about showing their aspirations by being neat and
presentable. We reflected on the words of Katy Perry, who said “If
you are presenting yourself with confidence, you can pull off pretty
much anything.” This reminds us that we can improve our
confidence and show ourselves to be serious and committed by being
neat and presentable. We want all our students to concentrate on
‘getting better’ every day at school and by wearing their uniform
correctly and presenting their work neatly, they show that they are
proud to be a member of the school community and serious about
their work.
Next week is anti-bullying week and we will be reflecting on how we
show respect to each other by being kind and considerate and
following routines in school. As part of this week, we will be asking
all students to tell us what it is like in school via a student survey. The
theme of Anti-Bullying week is ‘one kind word’ and we especially
want all students to think about the way they talk to others.
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week

This week was Maths Week and we challenged students in Form
Time to some additional Maths quizzes and entered students
into the UKMT Maths challenge. Well done to all participants!
https://mathsweekengland.co.uk/

Remembrance
The school observed a silence in honour of the fallen
on Thursday 11 November 2021. We took a moment
to reflect upon the gratitude we owe to all those
who have and presently serve in the armed forces. Our
assembly this week was inspired by the National Memorial
Arboretum. We shall remember them.
https://www.thenma.org.uk/

COVID-19 Vaccination - For students aged 12 – 15 (from consenting families) the re-scheduled COVID-19 vaccination date is Tuesday 23
November 2021. Anyone over the age of 12 can now receive a vaccine from an NHS clinic. Details of how you can book an appointment
at a vaccination centre are also available via this LINK. The NHS consent portal closes at midday on Monday 22 November 2021.
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Close Contact Advice

If you have been identified by NHS Test and Trace or have been in close contact with a positive case (for
example a family member or close friend), there remains a risk that you can still be infected with COVID-19 and pass it on to others so
students need to be cautious when in school.
How will a child or young person know what is meant by ‘close contact’?
NHS Test and Trace will contact those who test positive - or their parent or legal guardian - to identify close contacts. They will ask a
series of specific questions to help the individual understand what is meant by a close contact, making it easier for them to be identified.
Contacts in an educational setting would only be traced if the positive case specifically identified an individual as having close, prolonged
contact. The education or childcare setting would not be contacted to provide details of close contacts.
How will a setting know if a student or member of staff has tested
positive?
Students and staff members who record a positive LFD or PCR test
should let their setting know. Individuals who return a positive LFD
result will need to self-isolate immediately and order a confirmatory PCR
test. If the PCR test is taken within 2 days and is negative, the individual
no longer needs to self-isolate. If the PCR result is positive, the
individual must self-isolate and contact tracing will be conducted by NHS
Test and Trace.
Where settings are aware of any student or staff members that are
identified as close contacts they should advise them of the following:
•
Continue with twice weekly LFD tests and it is recommended that
this is increased to daily testing for 10 days.
•
If your LFD test is positive at any point, take a confirmatory PCR test within 2 days. You must isolate until you have the results of
your PCR. If it is positive you must follow isolation requirements and if negative continue with LFD testing. If you do not take a
confirmatory PCR or cannot take one within 2 days you must follow isolation rules.
•
If you develop symptoms at any time you must isolate and get a PCR test. You must stay in isolation until you have the result. If
your test is negative but you feel unwell follow the NHS guidance here.
•
Wear a face covering if possible in school and maintain a respectful space from students and staff to avoid possible spreading of
COVID-19.

Home Learning and Study Skills -

When learning from home, whether from a
Key knowledge organiser or preparing for an assessment it can sometimes be difficult to
know where to start and what to do next. One useful method is to use Dual Coding when
making your notes.
What is Dual Coding?
Dual coding is the process of combining verbal materials with visual materials. There are
many ways to visually represent material, such as with infographics, timelines, cartoon strips,
diagrams, and graphic organisers. When you have the same information in two formats words and visuals - it gives you two ways of remembering the information later on.
Combining these visuals with words is an effective way to study.
Find out more about this way to learn from “The learning scientists” here and with their free
downloadable resources here
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ORBIT - Our “Oxford and Cambridge Bridging and Intervention Team” groups are being convened, with Year 11 and 12 starting in
October and Years 8, 9 and 10 now under way too.
•
•
•
•

•

Year 11s are putting together their Sixth Form Applications and we look to support them in
their subject choices.
Year 12 ORBITERS are about to begin an accredited training course which equips them to
coach our Year 11s next half term. They have also formed subject groups and meet to
debate questions they find interesting within their subjects.
Years 8, 9 and 10 will be using the Oxford University “OXPLORE” website to generate
debating questions to discuss.
An unprecedented number of Year 13s have submitted early UCAS applications, either for
Oxford, Cambridge or Medical or Dental School. They have sat exams set by their target institutions already and we are looking
forward to supporting them with their interviews towards the end of this term. They are looking to join some of the best
institutions in the world for their subjects and we wish them well with their applications.
Year 11, 12 and 13 students receive a monthly newsletter highlighting enrichment events that they can access and also suggesting
some super-curricular activities related to subjects. We showcase one subject a month (November featured Philosophy!) and
students are encouraged to read something, do something and visit somewhere. Parents can view the latest newsletter on the
ORBIT page of the school website. Please click here!.

The ORBIT students are our most aspirational. The universities that they hope to join are world leading and they want to study with
world-ranking experts in their chosen fields. It is thrilling to see the enthusiasm in Years 7 to 10 students as they begin their own journey
towards Sixth Form and beyond.
Mr Dewar

If you are concerned about any of the above – please click HERE to report your concerns.
If we see something that we do not like online, it is everyone’s responsibility to keep us safe
online, by reporting it!

Tuesday 30 November 2021—Year 12 Politics Debating Competition 3.15 pm to 5.15 pm
Monday 6 December 2021 - Annual School Carol Service
Thursday 9 and Friday 10 December 2021 - Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory
Please follow this LINK to view the School Calendar.
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Sixth Form Applications - Over the next week, the Sixth
Form Team will be inviting all Year 11 students at lunchtime to
hear more about the Sixth Form.
Ms Bernard, Director of Sixth Form, will start with a short
presentation to explain our Pathways, how to apply and what
will happen after applications have been received.

In aid of the Benjamin
Foundation, Year 12 have
organised a movie night on
Wednesday 24 November and
Wednesday 1 December 2021.
as part of their National Citizen Service.

Students will then have the opportunity to ask any questions
they may have about their options or our Sixth Form in general
and receive help with their application should they need to.
Warm drinks and biscuits will be provided.
We look forward to meeting our Year 11 students.
The Sixth Form Team
Sixth Form are asking for donations of food for a local food bank on Monday 15, Tuesday 16 and
Wednesday 17 November 2021, it would be greatly appreciated if students could bring one
item from the following:

Please leave these items in your form rooms for them to be
collected later on the Wednesday 17 November 2021.

“The Thorpe Fireworks Event was extremely successful and we had 7000 people
attend. I saw many students and everyone seemed to be having a great time, we
had no incidents and I think most adults would say how well behaved the young
people in the area are. When you see on the news the fields after events and
festivals it makes you wonder about people but after a quick litter pick as people
left you would not know we had even had the event. We are lucky in this area to
have such respectful residents that think of their area, with our young people
being great. I even saw a couple of girls rescuing a hedgehog that was obviously
getting confused by the amount of people and noise on the field.”
Jonathan Emsell, Local Town Councillor and Chair of Town Event Committee
Please could we remind members of our school community of the Park and Stride facility at Thorpe Recreation Ground on
Laundry Lane and the Fitzmaurice Pavilion on Pound Lane. We have been made aware that people sometimes park outside the
businesses on South Hill Road, we kindly remind people that this land is private and reserved for patrons of the businesses
only. Thank you for your community spirited cooperation in this matter.

