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Introduction - Mr Whiteman

This month we have had more interest than ever for our topic on Witches. In particular, this is a topic that Y8 have enjoyed
immensely during their lessons on the ‘Stuarts’ topic. The history of witches is fascinating and historians are re-evaluating their
assessment all the time. Today historians tend to view the witch craze less as a random event and more of a systematic attack on
women during a time of unrest in the 17th century: this is called a femicide. In class students have questioned their opinion of
history and explored how women are portrayed. Well done to all our Y8s involved.
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Katie Denmar- Year 11- The Sa|em witch trials- 1692 0 1693

As we get closer and c|oser to Ha”oween, it’s on|y natura| to be interested in
the belief in witches. This was very much the same in the mid 1400s where
witch hysteria First tooL its to” on the mid(“e ages where saz“y, many
sing|e/wiclowed women were the most commonly aooused, tried on the
ducking stool or tortured into the truth then hanged or burned at the stake.
In Faot these l)e[iers lasted a” the way up to the ear|y 1600s. However as
the hysteria dyed Aown in Europe, it very quic|<]y spread to America ,which
was common|y known as the new world back then, more spechfica”y in
Sa|em, Massachusetts.

It began when one 9 year old and 11 year old gir|s started suFFering from fits,
body contortions and uncontro”ed screaming ( which we now have
identified to be the symptoms of a Fungus they congested) and as more
peop|e got this i”ness, mass hysteria oF witches quic]<|y bro]«e out. Over 150
people were accused of witcheraft (even men) and 18 were success{:u”y
murdered, maldng this America,s greatest tria] onitchcra\Ct in history.
So maybe for next Halloween it might be better to go as a ghost.
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/ SOPHIF CROWLE-TEAR 11- WITCHFINDER GENERAL \
MATTHEW HOPKINS, THE WITCHFINDER GENERAL, WAS ON A MISSLON: DESTROY ANYTHING TO DO WITH THE WUKKS
OF THE DEVIL HOPKINS' FASCINATION AND SOMEWHAT TREPIDATION REGARDING WITCHES PRIMARTLY BEGAN IN 1644, AS HE BELIEVED
SEVERAL WITCHES WERE REGULARLY PRACTISING THELR DARK ARTS CLOSE TO HIS HOME. THE TLP OF THE TCEBERG CAME WHEN HE U POSEDLY
OVERHEARD A GROUP OF WOMEN DISCUSSING THEIR NEXT MEETING WITH THE DEVIL AND FROM THEN ON YOUR WITCHFINDER GENERAL
WAS TN FULL ACTION. HE CLATMED TO BE OFFLCTALLY COMMISSTONED BY PARLLAMENT TN 16%5 WITH A BRIEF TO UNCOVER AND
PROSECUTE ALL WLTCHES, HOWEVER THE FULL EXTENT TO WHETHER THIS 15 TRUE, 15 UNKNOWN. HOPKINS WOULD 6O ON TO BE RESPONSTBLE
FOR OVER 300 CONVICTIONS OF WITCHES, TN PARTICULAR WORKING WITHIN THE EAST ANGLLA AREA. MANY OF HIS METHODS TO
INVESTIGATE WITCHCRAFT STEMMED FROM KING JAMES” BESTSELLER "DAEMONOLOGIE WHICH PROMOTED LOOKING FOR THE DEVIL'S
MARK, CUTTING AND SLEEP DEPRIVATION, HOWEVER A PERSONAL FAVOURITE TO HOPKINS WAS A TWIST ON A MEDIEVAL FAVOURTTE THE

‘SWIMMING TRIAL" HOPKINS DIED IN 164/ AND THE CLRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING HIS DEATH HIGHLY DEBATED, WITH SOME
BELIEVING THAT HE DROWNED UNDER HIS OWN “SWIMMING TRIAL" AFTER BEING ACCUSED OF WITCHCRAFT HIMSELF!
LANA WATSON -AU600D - V[/W WITCHES - MODERN AND I/[ﬁ()/([[Al
ARE THEY REALT OR ARE THEY JUST A FOE TO KEEP THE PUBLLC SCARED AND WOMEN SEDT WELL, THROUGHOUT MEM
The way peop|els attitudes towards witches has

HISTORY WITCHES HAVE BEEN TURNED INTO THESE HOK IBLE MONSTERS THAT SINUND SATANSNAMEAND
DECEIVE ONE ANOTHER BUT THEY'RE NOT ACTUALLY THAT BAD. YES YOU RE RLGHT WE CURSE AND WE WORK WITH adapted through the _—_ Fascinating. The
ear|iest Form o{: witchcra{:t was written in the

SPIRLTS THAT YOU THINK ARE “SATAN'S SPAWN" BUT THE MATNSTREAM MEDTA HAS B NKNOWNTH 1PLom

THESE STORLES AND CREATE THEM TNTO THINGS THERE NOT, S0 FIRST 1'M GOLNG T START OFF BY SAYING Bible some time in between 931be and 721he &
WITCHES AND DELTIES AND SOME DEMONS A NOT u LLSOME ANYWAY}WH(HSUSETHEIR PRACTLCETO witch by the name of the Witch of Endor

HELP PEOPLE FOR SELF - GROWTH AND PERSONAL D 35% OF THE TIME THEY WOULD JUST LIKE A BETTER summoned a dead spirit in section 2 Prophets, |
UNDERSTANDING OF THE UNLVERSE AND THE IKBUDIES ERE TS A MUCH MORE SPLRTTUAL AWAKENING THAN Samuel. From then on the attitude towards

10U THINK. SO WHAT TS AWITCH! WITCH , FAOM DL ENG HWI((A EMALE MAGICIAN, SORCERESS” TN LATER witcheraft has not been pretty. The Tudors for
USE ESPECTALLY " A WOMAN SUPPOSED TO HAVE DEALLNGS WITH THE DEVIL OR FVIL SP1 NSANDTOBE ABLETO example drowned and burned witches at the stake
PERFORM SUPERNATURAL ACTS” LUW&RMANWIKKN WICKEN mu SEWITCHCRAFT,” AND EVEN SOMETIMES A but as humanity moved on they forgot about

witches until the ear|y ]gth century. The Brothers

WITCH IS SOMEONE WITH A HIGHER VIBRATIONAL FREQUENCY. THE MOST AMOUSWN[HOFAHTIME Crimm in 1812 published their Frst book The

ELLY KEDWARD MOS HOMMON Y KNOWN AS THE BLATR Children's And Household Tales Featuring the tale

HISTO R\{ M EM E 0 F WITCH, 15 SATD TO BE ONE OF TRE MOST HAUNTING STORLES Hansel and Gretel in the story they are captured
e OF OUR TIME DUETO THE HGMA OF WITCHES AND on a cannibal witch who keeps Hansel ina cage,
TH E M 0 NTH WARLOCKS, MANY THOUSANDS OF MEN AND WOMEN WERE this one tale had pushed many other writers into
=--.... PERSECUTED FOR BETNG DIFFERENT AND OUTSPOKEN UNDER writing about witcheraft which Ioring us to the

second ha”'ofthe ZOth century, Today many

TRYING TO REASON WITH THE BELLEF THAT THEY WERE PRACTICING MAGIC.
writers sti” use witchcrart asa theme Fortheir

KING HENRY II STILLTO THIS DAY TN J1 ST CENTURY LIVING, MANY FACE A : : :
B =5 stories Harry Potter, The Chron|c|es oFNarma an(J
MISUNDERSTOOD STIGMA AND ATTITUDE FROM OTHERS WHO ill bei el dl
many more are still being written it s needless to

MAY NOTUNDERSTAND OF WISH TO LEARN THELR WAY 0F say witchcraltt and magic was ancJ a|ways wi” |9e a
LIVING. part oFour community.
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