
This week has really felt like Christmas is coming … with our wonderful Cathedral service and the fantastic Charlie and the 
Chocolate Factory. 
 
Please read all the updated information on COVID –19 responses due to the new Omicron variant. 

Omicron Variant   - Following the new Omicron COVID variant the Government have introduced new measures for schools over the 

last week.  This includes the wearing of face coverings which has been reviewed weekly due to the development of the Omicron variant 
in the community, we will continue to wear these at all times on the school site until Christmas unless eating, playing sports or teaching/
instructing. 
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Testing - Schools have been informed in guidance from the Department of Education that we have the option to stagger the return to 

school for the first Wednesday in order to accommodate on site testing.  Due to the regulations surrounding this testing and the size of 
the school this means students are invited in for testing from Wednesday 5 January 2022 to Friday 7 January 2022.  Year 11s will receive 
a letter next week inviting them in to school for a meeting to discuss their options  

 

If you have not already done so, follow this LINK to book your child/ren in for their COVID-19 Assisted Test (or opt-out) for the start of 
term in January 2022:  

 

Note: If you are unable to access the Google Form, email Izzy Mair with the following details:  

• Your Child/ren's First and Surname  

• Their Year Group/s  

• Your preferred appointment date from the three mentioned above  

 

Whether you prefer a morning or afternoon slot on your preferred date   

 

Whilst testing is voluntary, we encourage you all to support us in this, to ensure as many of our students as possible continue to receive 
high quality, face to face education and to break chains of transmission of the virus.  Even if you have received the vaccine, Public Health 
England, still advises that we test regularly.  If your child/ren has/have tested positive with a PCR test, they should not be tested using 
either PCR or rapid lateral flow tests for 90 days, unless they develop new symptoms during this time – in which case they should be 
retested immediately using PCR.  If this applies to your child/ren email Izzy Mair with the following details:  

• Your Child/ren's First and Surname  

• Their Year Group/s  

• Date of positive PCR test 

• Confirmation that you would like your child/ren to remain on the home-test kit service at the end of the 90-day period   

 

Lessons will be available on Google Classroom daily for students.  There will be a pastoral programme over these days via their Year 
School Google classroom to join.  All subjects with an examination in the January series will be able to join their normal lessons live, via 
the Google Classroom to access specific support from their teachers.  Subject staff will give additional information on this next week if 
needed. 

 

The Government urges all students and staff to continue to home test throughout the holidays.  If you do not have enough test kits for 
this please see your Year School BEST. 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
https://forms.gle/Z2ew57tdafKbCuZM7
mailto:imair8kq@yare-edu.org.uk
mailto:imair8kq@yare-edu.org.uk


To Keep Ourselves and Others Safe: 
• Hands - Wash your hands frequently and use alcohol gel when you 

cannot access running water. 

• Face - Wear a face covering when required. 

• Space – Keep your distance from others where possible. 

• Fresh Air - Meet outside where possible and keep indoor spaces well 
ventilated. 

• Catch it, Bin it, Kill it - Use a tissue if you cough or sneeze 

• Isolate when needed - Isolate yourself if you develop symptoms, test 
positive for COVID-19 or if directed by NHS Test and Trace . 

• Close Contact - Currently, if you identify as having the Omicron variant, 
close contacts will be told to isolate by Track and Trace.  This is 
changing in the next few days to daily testing.  We are waiting further 
instructions.  If you are not told to self isolate you need to go for a PCR 
as advised by Track and Trace and continue to attend school.  

 

Please see our updated Risk Assessment HERE.  Please follow this LINK for 
updated National Guidance. 
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Are you reporting your Tests?  
There should be approximately 4,000 
tests reported a week from the school 
community.   

 
 

W/E 5 December 2021 

Update on Chromebook For All Launch - Year 8 Chromebook For All launched on 22 November 2021 - thank you to all parents 

who have already responded.  It has come to our attention that some parents may not have received this communication.  If this is the 
case, here is the letter that was sent out:  

 

We would appreciate it, if you have yet to complete the form that you can action this as soon  as possible as the deadline for this was 3 
December 2022.  If you are unable to access the Google Form or if you have any queries send an email to:  chromebook-tsa@yare-
edu.org.uk and ask for it to be sent in a different format.  

 

Note to Year 8 Students who have School-issued Chromebooks:  Due to the delayed physical start to the new term, there is an 
extension to the deadline date of handing back in Chromebooks.  This is so that students can still undertake their learning at home which 
will run from Wednesday 5 to Friday 7 January 2022.  Year 8 students who are borrowing Chromebooks will need to bring them to school 
to hand in on Monday 10 January 2022.  These can be handed to Form Tutors when the new ones are issued.  

 

Note to All Year 8:  The first Maintenance Agreement Fee for Year 8 will run from the date of issuance of Chromebook (10 January 2022 
to 31 August 2023).  The next Maintenance Fee payment of £20 will not be due until 1 September 2023 when they start Year 10.  

 

Year 7 Chromebook For All launched on Monday 6 December 2021 - thank you to all parents who have already responded.  It has come 
to our attention that some parents may not have received this communication.  If this is the case, here is the letter that was sent out:  

 

We would appreciate it, if you have yet to complete the form that you can action this by the deadline of 17 December 2022.  If you are 
unable to access the Google Form or if you have any queries send an email to: chromebook-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk and ask for it to be sent 
in a different format. 

 

Note to All Year 7:  The first Maintenance Agreement Fee for Year 7 will run from the date of issuance of Chromebook (currently 
scheduled for 20 February 2022 to 31 August 2023).  The next Maintenance Fee payment of £20 will not be due until 1 September 2023 
when they start Year 9. 

 

We have added a Chromebook For All page on our website: https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/chromebook-for-all/ 

 

Next steps will be to launch to Years 9 and 10 provisionally in April 2022 and Year 12 provisionally in June 2022. 

657 
 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2021/12/TSAS-Risk-Assessment-Summary-1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2021/12/Year-8-Chromebook-letter.pdf
mailto:chromebook-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
mailto:chromebook-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2021/12/Year-7-Chromebook-letter.pdf
mailto:chromebook-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/chromebook-for-all/


Homelearning and Study Skills 
- When learning from home, whether 

from a Key knowledge organiser or 
preparing for an assessment it can 
sometimes be difficult to know where 
to start and what to do next.  The top 
tip this week is to try out a “revision 
clock”. 

 

A revision clock is similar to a mind 
map as it breaks down the content 
into manageable chunks, 12 sections 
like the hours on a clock.  It also gets 
you to personalise the revision 
sections to make them more visual 
and memorable. 

 

This blog from a teacher shows you 
how to use them, there is even a 
template that you can download so 
you do not have to draw your own 
out. 

KS4 Holiday Work Christmas 2021 
• Delicate balance of relaxation and work for all at Christmas.. 

• Why guidance? 

• Some may choose to do too little and fall further behind and need 
achievable goals to be set. 

• Some may choose to do too much and need achievable goals to be set. 

• If you have exams in January you will need to do more 

Year 12 Politics - Last week, Year 12 Politics 

students took part in an inter-school debating 
competition with Hellesdon High School.  The 
debate included six statement rounds which were 
defended and argued, with points scored for every 
successful argument raised.  After a pulsating hour 
on topics such as democracy, the monarchy, law 
and space exploration, the results from the judges 
were cast and Hellesdon were victorious by 84-83!  
Well done to every Year 12 Politics student involved 
for their efforts and skills shown!  
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Free School Meal Vouchers - Free School 

Meal Vouchers will be emailed on Monday for 
eligible students. 

 

The value is £55 per student. 

 

This is made up of £15 per week for two weeks of food plus £25 
contribution to increased energy costs.  Please check your spam folder 
for emails from Edenred. 

Congestion - There are times at the end of school, especially when 

the weather is bad, when lots of people pick up their children near 
school.  On winter nights this can be especially hazardous.  If you are 
driving to pick up your child, please use the Park and Stride facilities at 
Thorpe Rec or the Fitzmaurice Pavilion.  We ask that all people driving 
near school at this time be especially mindful of our students and 
always remain calm and show kindness and consideration to our local 
community and other road users.   

https://livegeog.wordpress.com/2016/05/25/yr11-revision-clocks/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/


We ARE Thorpe, and #weAREimproving 
This half term we have challenged our students to “improve” by 
completing work to the best of their ability, being kind and considerate 
and by being punctual.  Our students have risen to this challenge 

brilliantly.  It is highly likely that we will pass the quarter of a million ARE+ Points before the 
Christmas holidays, which is amazing!  In comparison to this time last year, students have 
gained 70 000 more ARE+ Points and fewer ARE- Points.  This is great news and truly shows who we ARE!  

 

This week we reflected on the words of Matshona Dhliwayo, who said “You are a product of your environment, but to be great 
your environment has to be a product of you.”  Students were asked to think about how they could improve their environment 
through their actions.  They discussed what sort of community they wanted to live in and considered the ‘equation of our 
environment’ so they could think about the power that they all have to change the world around them.  

 

We want everyone to feel proud of being a part of our school community.  To do this, they have to invest in their environment so 
that it is better for us all.  

 

 
 
 

Attendance Matters - 

The attendance focus in 
Form Time this week was 
built around “Positive 
Mental Attitude” and the 
importance of having a 
positive environment in which to learn.  We looked at the 
things that often cause students to feel anxious and at the 
examples of people who overcame those anxieties.  The 
students considered: 

 

• Accepting that we make mistakes and that we should 
learn from them. 

• Building resilience, so that we can bounce back from 
disappointments 

• Being grateful, appreciating the good things in life 

• Mindfulness, and being aware of the need to focus. 
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Anti-bullying Pledge 
Thank you to everyone who has already pledged 
their support in our stance against bullying.  We 
now have over 500 signatories to this pledge.  It 

would be fantastic if our whole community would show their 
support by signing the pledge.  You can access this here.  

International Mountain Day - 
Tomorrow is international Mountain Day.  
We thought about how the lives of people 
that live near mountains are shaped by 
their environment and how this is the 
same for us.  We reflected on our ‘three peaks’ of Aspire, 
Respect and Engage and how these can help shape our 
environment for the better.   

 

If you would like to find out more please visit via this LINK. 

We have been alerted that students 
have been approached outside of 
school by a man in a white van.  This 
has been reported and the police are 
aware.  Please ensure that you tell 
your child and that students are aware 
not to engage with any strangers or 
speak to anyone they do not know 
whilst in the community. 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJpxn42kNk-xl8ch2XnCbjhvf-sz66gYpJRYETAc1ef4vSUw/viewform
https://www.un.org/en/observances/mountain-day


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday 13 to Friday 17 December 2021 -  
Santa Dash in PE Lessons 

Wednesday 15 December 2021 - Student’s Christmas Lunch 
Friday 17 December 2021 - School finishes at 1.00 pm 

 

Please follow this LINK to view the School Calendar. 

Friday 17 December 2021 - In 
Aid of Save the Children - wear 
your best Christmas jumper and 
donate £1.  Wear your best Christmas outfit, jumper, tinsel, 
earrings as long as you are celebrating Christmas. 

 

Donate £1 in aid of Save the Children. 

 

Prizes for every Year Group. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last week of term in PE classes, we will be running a Santa 

Dash, so please bring along Christmas hats to take part in the 

festive fun! 
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