
Academic Curriculum 
Through our Academic Curriculum we ask questions in all our classes and this is to: 

 Develop our students knowledge 

 Check understanding  

 Discuss new ideas and concepts 

 Clarify misconceptions 
Questions are a big part of every lesson and contribute to us achieving Excellence for All for our students. 

Issue 24 – 24 March 2022 

#WeARELearning  In this issue we would like to explain a bit more about our “Core 6” learning routines, specifically, our “High Impact” questioning 

routines.  Statistics show that on average teachers ask between 300-400 questions a day. 
 

There is good evidence for the role questioning plays in securing strong outcomes.  Teachers need feedback in lessons from multiple students in order to gauge how 
successful they have been in securing learning.  Research shows that effective teachers ask more questions from more students in greater depth, checking for 

understanding, involving all learners and exploring thinking processes and misconceptions as well as correct answers. 

 

Two approaches we take to high impact questioning are -  

 

Cold Calling: (Based on research by Doug Lemov, in Teach like a Champion) 
Principle:  All students should be involved in engaging with the teacher-student dialogue with time to think and not be allowed to hide, dominate or be 

overlooked. 

 

Practice:  No hands up.  Teachers ask questions and then select students to respond based on their knowledge of the class, avoiding the pitfalls of 
hands-up or calling out.  This is an inclusive process that conspicuously involves all students, front, back, in the corners, shy, confident; everyone.  It is 

not a one-off strategy; it needs to be the default mode for most questions; absolutely routine. 

 

Checking for Understanding:  (Based on Teaching WalkThrus Tom Sherrington)  
Principle:  Teachers should not assume that knowledge aired and shared in the public space of the classroom has been absorbed..   It is necessary 
to check for understanding from students to determine whether they understood what we  meant?  Do they now have the level of understanding 
we are aiming at? 
 

Practice:  After any exposition or question exchange with a particular student, we ask a number of other students to relay back what they have understood.  Even if 
they are answering a question that someone else has already answered, it is valuable for others to be given a chance to offer their version, showing what they have 
understood and, in so doing, giving the teacher feedback about how successful the teaching has been.  It is especially powerful to ask multiple students, often yielding 

various different responses which throw up subtle points for further teaching. 

 - 

#WeAREintheFinal 
Please click HERE to read about our exciting winning 

U12Girls’ Team reaching the Final of the ESFA National 
Cup. 

 

T Level Ofsted Thematic Survey 
As you are aware, our Sixth Form has been 
selected to be a pilot for the T Level 
qualifications which we have been 
delivering since September 2020 in Digital 
and Education.  We are one of the few 

schools nationally to be offering these qualifications.   

 

As part of the development of the courses, Ofsted are visiting a selection of providers 

to build a national picture of how T Levels are being implemented.  

 

This approach allows them to understand and evaluate education provision in more 
detail, look at developments nationally and thereby highlight and recognise good 

practice as well as areas for improvement. 

 

What does it mean for you? 
 

You may see visitors around the school site from Monday 28 March to Wednesday 30 

March 2022 and they will be visiting T Level lessons and talking to students and staff. 

 

We look forward to showcasing our T Level courses.  

Think Tank Lessons - A Think Tank is a group of experts brought together 
to develop ideas on a particular subject and, sometimes, to 
make suggestions for further action.  

 

The aim of a Think Tank is to encourage and develop, though group work, 
learning skills such as teamwork, independence and openness of mind, which 
are crucial to our students for their next steps beyond Sixth Form. After a series 
of Think Tank lessons, students will be asked to present their findings, which 
will also be excellent practice to improve their presentation skills as they often 
lack confidence with this.  

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/tsas_norwich
mailto:office-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/blog/news-item/weareinthefinal/


Train to Be a Teacher with Suffolk 
and Norfolk SCITT. 

Click HERE to find out more. 

 
The following articles are on our 

website.   
To read these in full, please visit 
our website or click on the links 

below. 

Please purchase your Prom ticket 
via ParentPay for the Class of 

Year 11 Hoodies are now 

available to order via this LINK or 
via the QR code to the right.  You 
will need to put your orders in by 
Wednesday 6 April 2022, so do 
not waste any time and order 
yours today! 

Safeguarding:  'Have a Word Campaign' - We continue to work to keep Safeguarding high on 
everyone's agenda through PSHE and form time discussions.  This week students watched and 
discussed a video 'have a word'.  Male violence against women and girls starts with words.  If you see 
it happening, have a word with yourselves then your mates.  

 

More information on the partnership campaign across Norfolk that is supporting the Government's 
Enough to violence against women and girls campaign.  Please click HERE to find out more. 

 

Harmful Sexual Behaviour - Further information has been placed on our school website in order to 
support parents with understanding Harmful Sexual Behaviour and supporting their children.  Please 
click HERE for more information. 

 

The Stop it Now Campaign also has useful information and this is available on our school website, please click HERE. 

 

Reminder:  The Police and NSPCC have a free helpline to support children and their families affected by the investigation around Mr Clarke.  This 
number for support is 0800 389 5347. 

 

As always the school is available to provide support for any safeguarding concerns and details of the Designated Safeguarding Lead and 
Alternative Designated Safeguarding Lead are on the school website. 

Our very own Year 8 Fleur was 
selected to be part of a team to 

represent Norfolk Under 13 Girls’ 

Sports Hall Athletics. 
 

Click HERE to find out more. 

Year 5 at Dussindale students enjoying a 
range of science experiments with Year 7 
Thorpe St. Andrew School and Sixth Form 

students.  

Arabic Club - Since last November, keen linguists from Years 8 

and 9 have been learning about Arabic language and culture in 
our weekly club.  They had great fun making Arabic Christmas 
cards (Christmas is celebrated in the Middle East as both a 
secular and religious festival).  The cards had to open from left 
to right and students learned to write Merry Christmas inside, 
in Arabic script – after a few practice lines on the mini 
whiteboard!  Recently we have used traditional Arabic tile 
patterns to practice reading number and colour words. 

 

We are looking forward to the club continuing after Easter and will be applying for 
more sponsorship so that we can continue to work with our Arabic tutor from the 
UEA school of Languages. 

Please click HERE to 
read the Norfolk Police 

Safer Schools 
Newsletter. 
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