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Academic Curriculum
Our high aspirations for all students through Excellence for All means our ambition is that our Curriculum expands, the
horizons of ALL our students to see beyond Norfolk and be ready to be members of a diverse global community.
This is sometimes referred to as developing the cultural capital of students.
But what is cultural capital?
Cultural capital is defined as the accumulation of knowledge, behaviours and skills that a student can draw upon and which
demonstrates their cultural awareness, knowledge and competence; it is one of the key ingredients a student will draw upon
to be successful in society, their career and the world of work.
At Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form, we work with all our Year Groups to build our students’ aspirations and expose them to a range of
experiences to help them achieve goals and become successful.
We do this in many ways, for example, through our academic and pastoral curriculum, our many and varied extra-curricular activities, trips and
visits and careers activities and student leadership opportunities.
As part of our ongoing curriculum development work, curriculum teams have been developing opportunities to go beyond the National Curriculum
and develop cultural capital in different subject areas. Some examples of our excellent students’ work can be seen on the website which can be
accessed via Thorpe Life.

Learning and remembering through a story - We have written before about retrieval and remembering our learning
in Thorpe Life. In this issue we wanted to focus in particular on a method for remembering - a narrative and a story.
I sat my GCSEs in 1991 and my memory of the facts that I needed to retrieve for those examinations is hazy now.
There are however, some things from school that I remember very well. I can recall “An inspector calls” effortlessly, four
Shakespeare plays and more Chaucer than I will ever need! I can also remember the stories our RE teacher told us about
religious leaders and many other stories that were woven into teaching in History lessons. These stories, I do not just
remember, I KNOW them, I cannot forget them, they are embedded in my long term memory. I cannot always remember what I did two weeks
ago but I can give you a very good synopsis of the stories I read last year. Our minds love story and narrative can make learning connections easier
because they make what happens next feel like it is inevitable.
As we celebrate local history month and consider the stories that are relevant to our community, talk at home about these. Perhaps there are
stories in your family that you can tell that will be remembered for future generations without effort but naturally to pass on. Perhaps there is a
famous “Norwichian” footballer, singer, politician, that a story will bring to life?
If you would like to know more about how our memories work and how we can learn through story and narrative, click this link here. Never
underestimate the power of a good story to help memories stick.

Local History Month - The month of May is local
history month and as a department we are delighted to
be making lessons and resources on the history of our
own town, city and county. Indeed, this half-term our
Year 7s will be studying an entire unit on our local
history that explores our rich and varied past. We are
delighted to be including lessons on Venta Icenorum,
Norwich Castle, The Kett's Rebellion, Significant Norfolk
Women, Social Entertainment (Pablo Fanque and
Norwich City) and Norwich at War (WW1 and WW2). Please click HERE for
more examples of Year 7’s work. We have also included a new lesson on
the history of our very own school with resources and
knowledge supplied by the Thorpe History
Association. As a parent, if you have any nuggets of
information on the history of our school, please do
get in touch with Mr Whiteman.
Local History Month increases awareness and
promotes participation in the history found right
under our noses! If you wish to get involved, good
places to start are the Thorpe History Society, Norfolk
Heritage Centre and Norwich Castle Museum.
YOUR OPINION MATTERS TO US - Please click
on this link to complete the survey.

Some of our Year 7s have been creating wonderful poetry linked to
Local History and Community Month. All Year 7 students are
currently exploring 'What Makes Us Human' in English lessons; both
history and community are influential factors when considering this
topic. We have enjoyed reading these excellent poems on local
history and community. Please click HERE to read their wonderful
poems.

The following articles are
available on our website.
To read these in full, please visit
our website or click on the links/
images below.
Geography Field Trip, the Rebranding and Regeneration of
Chantry Place - Last week, some of our Year 10 GCSE Geography

LAUNCHING TOMORROW

students completed their urban fieldwork in the centre of Norwich.
Their aim was to see if the regeneration and rebranding of Chantry
Place has had a positive impact on Norwich – both in terms of the local
area but in terms of the community as well.

This summer, Thorpe St Andrew School and
Sixth Form are excited to launch their very
own Summer Holiday Camp for ages 5 to 12.
Check out our website tomorrow for more
details.

Click on this image for our exciting Summer Term of Clubs.

ASQ students spent time at Hautbois Activity
Centre getting Kayaking, for their OAA element
of Unit 18.
What an amazing Team! A 2-0 win over Cromer.

Please purchase your Prom ticket via
ParentPay for the Class of 2022 Prom.

Year 8 Parent Consultation Evening - Wednesday 11 May 2022
DofE Bronze Assessed Expedition to Reepham
Friday 13 to Sunday 15 May 2022
Please click HERE for School Calendar dates.

Thank you for your Generous
Contributions

