
Academic Curriculum 

 

This week we say goodbye and good luck to our Year 11 Class of 2022 as they are finishing their GCSEs 
examinations.  They have really demonstrated our high expectations and shown their resilience.   

We are very proud of them, they ARE students of our community.   
We look forward to seeing them at their Prom and the majority next year as they join us at Thorpe Sixth Form.  

Highlighting Memory - Our Year 11s and Year 13s have 

almost finished their examinations.  We have been proud of 
the work that they have done!  Many of them have been 
clutching their beautifully highlighted colour co-ordinated 
notes, right up until the last minute, which leads us to this 
article - Learners find comfort in highlighting but does it help 

learning stick? 
 

In short - Not really!  If a learner is using a highlighter, simply highlighting key 

points and reading them over again is not going to help long term memory.  

 

A good approach to using highlighters however, might be this -  

• Key ideas, words, points to be recalled should be highlighted first.  With 

younger learners, this will take some practice 

• Select the highlighted information, synthesise it and put it into a new 

document.  Flashcards, a learning wheel or grid.  The crucial point here is 
that something new is done with that information.   

 

The key to effective learner-generated highlighting is making sure that 
learners are engaging with the material enough so that information gets 
transferred to their long-term memory.  If we do this, hopefully we can move 
away from "colouring in" and more towards an efficient and effective way of 
highlighting. 

The English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) is central to our curriculum 
offer at Thorpe St Andrew School at Key Stage 4.   

 

WHAT IS THE EBACC?  The EBacc is not a qualification in its own 

right – it is a combination of GCSE subjects, including a language, 
that offer an important range of knowledge and skills to young 
people.  While your child may not have decided on their future 
career path yet, choosing the EBacc  at GCSE gives them access to 
a full range of employment options when they leave secondary 
school and the broad knowledge that employers are looking for.  If 
they are thinking of going to university, the EBacc is also 
recommended by Britain’s most prestigious universities.  The 
Department for Education recommends these core subjects, 
which make up the English Baccalaureate (EBacc), and help keep 
options for young people open: —English language and English 
literature —Mathematics —Science Combined Science or three 
single Sciences from Biology, Chemistry, Physics, and Computer 
Science —History or Geography — and a Language.  
 

If your child finds languages challenging, do not forget that they 
will have been studying them for much less time than their other 
subjects and, while it can be a challenge, learning a language will 
greatly enhance their future opportunities.  What's more, we 
know that employers value languages, as they are increasingly 
important, to make sure we can compete in the global market 
because of this, languages are increasingly becoming a 
requirement for many graduate schemes. 

To celebrate Refugee Week, we have some 
amazing family refugee stories from our members 
of staff.  Please Click HERE to read these amazing 

stories. 

Non - uniform Day - On Thursday 23 and Friday 
24 June 2022, our students will be celebrating 
pride month.  

 

There will be a variety of activities and a parade 
on Thursday followed by a non-uniform day for Years 7 to 10 on Friday.  

 

This will be raising money for The Trevor Project - a crisis charity of LGBTQIA+ youth.  

 

You can find out more about their work  here.  The suggested donation is £1 and you 
can pay via ParentPay or in person in form time. 

 

There will also be a bake sale on the Friday on both North 
and South sites raising money for the Norfolk LGBT Project - a 
local charity which does excellent work supporting all 
members of the LGBTQIA+ community. 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/tsas_norwich
mailto:office-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
https://refugeeweek.org.uk/events/norwich-refugee-week-launch-party/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/blog/news-item/celebrating-refugee-week/
https://www.thetrevorproject.org.


Friday 17 June 2022 - Class of 2022 Event - Sixth Form Square 
Friday 24 June 2022 - Non Uniform Pride Event including a Bake Sale to raise money 

for Norfolk LGBT Project 
Tuesday 28 June 2022 - Year 10 Parent Consultation Evening 

Please click HERE for School Calendar dates. 

The following articles are  
available on our website.   

To read these in full, please visit 
our website or click on the links/

images below. 
 

Our National Reading 
Champion team received 

their £10 book vouchers for 
their 3rd place in the East of 

England heats.  

 

This Friday, 17 June 2022, we will be saying goodbye to our Year 11 
students.  After a week of intensive, targeted revision sessions, we are 
really looking forward to a relaxed event where we can all come together 
and celebrate the end of the year (and nearly the end of examinations!).  
The event will include drinks, a buffet, photo opportunities, the receipt of 
leavers’ hoodies and a chance to sign shirts and books.  Our Year 11 
students have worked incredibly hard this year and we look forward to 
having this opportunity to wish them well.  

Fantastic day at Norwich School for the 
ECB U13 Girls’ Cricket competition. 

Year 7 and 10 rounders teams have 
been in good form recording wins 

over Framlingham Earl High School. 
 

Please ensure students have a 
hat, sun cream and a water 

bottle, as the temperature is set 
to rise tomorrow! 

In baking hot conditions at Thurrock Athletics Stadium our 
inter girls’ team performed exceptionally well, finishing in 

third place. 

Click here to meet the New Team 6 

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2022/03/Term-Dates-2022-2023.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/news-and-events/news/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2022/06/PiXL-Secondary-How-to-support-re-visiting-of-learning-Parent-Pamphlet.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/blog/news-item/meet-the-new-team-6/

