
Vision Have high aspiration
Organisation Be on time to lessons and be organised
Identify Systematically review knowledge that is not cemented
Consolidate Use iStudies to consolidate your learning, complete all work on 

time and to the best of your ability
Effort Attend all timetabled lessons and give it their best effort
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Summer Timetable - What’s the Why?

Follow routines, be 
purposeful.

Focus on learning, phones away Be on time, learning time matters

Excellence for All

● Students spend the last few weeks of term meaningfully engaged in new classes

● Summer Transition Work  will be completely relevant to new subjects and feeds 

into the Autumn teaching plans

● An opportunity to revisit expectations as our students become the oldest year 

group of the school and therefore act as role models

● Year 12 into 13 students are stepping up to have a productive summer term with 

end of year examinations and a clear focus on next steps



Their Achievements So Far…
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● Number of Bronze Awards - 137

● Number of Silver Awards - 40

● Number of Gold Awards - 20

● Number of Platinum Awards - 12

● Number of Palladium Awards - 5

● To this date = 16741



Their Achievements So Far…
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● The number of job offers received from placements 

● Work Experience already secured

● Leadership positions within the school



Have you ever heard of

triskaidekaphobia?
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There is no need to  
be scared!
We, together, are 
here to help our 
students get through 
their last year…
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… to cope with the 
leap between 

Year 12 and Year 13



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1W_Mf6AOSwXIbh6UyztfLrVQQMCDgXplQ/preview
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The Leap Between Year 12 and Year 13

In summary:
�  The jump can be harder than from Year 11 to Year 12
�  Those who coped with the transition worked from Day 1
�  Get organised from Day 1 to balance their UCAS 

application, Personal Statement and other deadlines
�  They need to keep up with their first year contents as well 

as that of their second year’s
�  Keep on top of their work, otherwise it will pile up
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But… they will cope if they:

�  Share their struggles and communicate with their friends

�  Work from Day 1 to help them stay on top of things

�  Ask for help from their teachers and PD Tutor to help them 
prioritise and manage their workload

The Leap Between Year 12 and Year 13



Welcome to Upper Sixth!

(formerly known as Year 13)
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ASSEMBLY
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Our Sixth Form Team

Ms Bernard
Director of Sixth Form

Miss Algar
Head of Upper Sixth

Dr Elliott
Head of Lower Sixth 

Hugo
Your Sixth Form 

Support Dog

Mrs Lincoln
BEST Assistant

Upper Sixth iStudy Coordinator

Mrs Batson
BEST Lead/ DSL

Miss Fitzsimmons
Sixth Form Raising 
Achievement Team

Ms Ralph
Sixth Form 

Admin
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Our Sixth Form Team

Mrs Cromack
Exams Officer

Mr Jackson
Sixth Form 
SEND Lead

Miss Murphy
Careers Lead

Mr Selgado
School

SENDCo
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Our Upper Sixth Specialist Tutors

Miss Fox Mr Sparkes Mrs Scott Mrs Robinson

Mrs ClarkeMr BaystonMiss ThorpeMrs Fletcher/ Ms Veale
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What does it mean to be an 
Upper Sixth Student?
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● More work

In a nutshell:

● Massive Personal 
Growth

● Tough decisions and 
sacrifices



What’s new in Upper Sixth to support your young 
people with this “Massive Personal Growth”?

● Pastoral Curriculum is different in their second year of 
Sixth Form to support them with their next steps

● PD will be two times a week from September 
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Lower 
Sixth

September
We ARE

 New 
Beginnings

LOWER SIXTH 
MILESTONE FEBRUARY

Vocational Public Examinations

October-Nov
ember
Work 

Experience 
and 

Careers

December
 Managing 
your Money

LOWER SIXTH 
MILESTONE JANUARY

January
Healthy 

Lifestyles

April
British 

Values and 
Equality

LOWER SIXTH MILESTONE 
MAY/JUNE

Vocational and AS examinations

May/June
UCAS and 
Post 18 
Options 
Process 
Starts

LOWER SIXTH MILESTONE  JULY
Entry into Upper Sixth Examinations

Your passport to Upper Sixth

Start 
Upper 
Sixth

February
 Caring for 

our 
Environment

August
Transition 

Work 
Lower Sixth 

to Upper 
Sixth

July/August

 Bridging 
Course 

Year 11 to 
Lower Sixth

Lower Sixth
Milestones 
Road Map

Half 
Way

Year 12 Pre-Public Examinations

March
Safer 

Streets and 
Schools

LOWER SIXTH 
MILESTONE MARCH

Your Post 18 Event

You are here



Upper 
Sixth

September
UCAS or 

Apprenticeship 
Applications

October 
Relationships 

and Sex 
Education

January
Public 

Examination 
Preparation

UPPER SIXTH 
MILESTONE JANUARY
Vocational Public Examinations

February
Employability 

and 
Professional 

Identity

UPPER SIXTH 
MILESTONE MARCH

Upper Sixth Pre-Public 
Examinations

March
Personal 
Finance

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
MARCH

Reflecting on your Pre-Public 
Examinations

April - May
Safety 

Awareness

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
MAY/JUNE

Upper Sixth Public 
Examinations

Your 
Future

November
Safe-

guarding

December
We ARE

Upper Sixth
Milestones 
Road Map

Half 
Way

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
SEPTEMBER

Work Experience Week

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
NOVEMBER

Upper Sixth Pre-Public 
Examinations

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
MARCH

Parent Consultation Evening

UPPER SIXTH 
MILESTONE MARCH

UCAS finance opens

UPPER SIXTH 
MILESTONE OCTOBER

Meet the Tutor Evening

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
SEPTEMBER

Early Applicant deadline

UPPER SIXTH 
MILESTONE NOVEMBER

UCAS deadline for all

UPPER SIXTH APPRENTICESHIP 
MILESTONES:

Vacancy windows:

September

January

March

May

UPPER SIXTH MILESTONE 
JULY

UCAS clearing opens



What’s new in Upper Sixth to support students 
with this “Massive Personal Growth”?

● PD+ is also part of the Upper Sixth Curriculum once a 
fortnight 
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Month

September: UCAS - Prepping for life after Sixth 
Form

October: RSHE

November: Safeguarding

December: We ARE

January: Preparing for PPEs

February: Employability/ Professional Identity

March/April: Safety 
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Managing the Workload in Upper Sixth 

Use their Google calendar!
• Their lessons and iStudies
• Homework and Coursework deadlines
• UCAS deadlines
• Open Days
• PPEs 

○ w/b Monday 6 November
○ w/b Monday 12 February

• Revision timetable
• Exam timetable
• Personal commitments: Part time job, driving lessons, birthdays, 

weddings etc



V
O   
I
C
E

Managing your Workload in 
Upper Sixth
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Managing the Workload in Upper Sixth

• Sixth Form facilities

• iStudy

• Golden Ticket



Supporting your son/daughter in their final 
year of Secondary School as a Parent/Carer V
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Top Tips
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1. Goal Setting

● Help them keep their vision/goal in mind to 
keep them motivated

● Display it on their bedroom wall? 
● Talk about it regularly focusing on the “why” 

and “What” they want to achieve
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 

Since September, this 
student has notched up 
almost 8 hours of missed 
learning by being late to 
lessons!
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 



V
O   
I
C
E

2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 

Since September, this 
student has notched up 
almost 22 days of missed 
learning by being absent 
from school.
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 

'If we extrapolate across a three A level programme, the 
typical student with attendance below 85% will perform at 
least two grades lower than a student with attendance 
above 95%. In competitive university entrance and other 
contexts, two grades represents a life-changing 
difference.' 
Source: The Sixth Dimension Report 2019 published by SFCA
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 
Authorised Absences

● If your son/daughter is unwell, you must ring or email before 8.20 am and any 
subsequent day.

● If your son/daughter is unwell during the day, they must report to the Sixth Form 
Office. If it deemed that they are too unwell to stay at school, we will ring Priority 1 
contact to ask if they agree to let their son/daughter go home. This is a 
safeguarding issue.

● For planned absences, an application for 
Leave of Absence must be completed five 
days prior to the absence. The link can be 
Found on The Sixth Form website under 
About us/Policies and Forms

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe7wjkOeu6C87Lu94uoZUstAKgG3KgzTlVLJ5DNLtCsJ2X9Ow/viewform
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 

Types of authorised absences:

• Medical/dentist appointments which unavoidably fall under school 
hours

• Open days (maximum of five)
• Emergencies
• Funerals
• Close member of the family celebration (maximum of three days)
• Driving tests
• Sport competition at local, regional or national level
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2. Ensuring punctuality and full attendance 

Types of unauthorised absences:
• Truancy during the school day  
• Not attending Personal Development sessions and assemblies
• Absences which are not explained  
• Students who arrive at school too late to get a present mark 
• Driving lessons 
• Looking after other children including siblings (unless this is an unforeseen 

emergency) 
• Non school day trips and holidays in term time   
• Paid employment being undertaken during the school day (8.20 am - 4.00 pm)
• Leisure activities
• Birthday or similar celebrations
• Shopping
• Studying from home
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3. Organisation skills

● Ask them what lessons they have 
tomorrow

● What homework they have for the week
● Do they have any NEA or

Coursework deadlines looming?
● Is their calendar up to date?
● What plans do they have at the 

weekend?
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4. Providing a good learning environment

● Finding a quiet work space at home where they can 
concentrate on their work/revisions

● Encourage to declutter the working space so their 
mind can function 

● Revising with or without listening to music?

“Students who revised in quiet environments 

performed more than 60% better in an exam than their 

peers who revised while listening to music that had 

lyrics.” 
Source: Cardiff Metropolitan University Research
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5. Encouraging good sleeping habits

● Young people need between 8 – 9 hours sleep per night

● Help create a relaxing evening routine

● Help them to switch off from work or revision, social media 

or technology at least an hour before bedtime
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6. Keeping a healthy balance

● York University “Rule of 8”
● Encourage them to keep active on a daily basis

● Exercise at least 20 minutes a day

● Plan to do active things together at the weekend

● Go out for a walk together and get some fresh air

● After exercise the brain functions well, so encourage a 

revision session afterwards 

● Encourage them to take time out

● Visit our Wellbeing Hub which has some useful tips on 

how to look after their wellbeing





V
O   
I
C
E

7. Healthy eating
Eating the right food and 
drink can energise your 

system, improve alertness 
and sustain concentration 
through the long exams
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8. Helping to revise

● Ask them to teach you what they have learned today

● If things don’t go in, encourage them to take 20 minutes 

away from their revision

● Encourage them to agree time off with their friends 

from social media 

● During the School holidays, we encourage students to 

follow their normal timetable to remain organise with 

their revision plans



V
O   
I
C
E

8. Helping to revise

● Ask them to share their PLCs with you to encourage 

them to tackle their amber and red areas
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8. Helping to revise

● Seneca
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9. Knowing the Support Systems



How will we support our Students in their 
final year of study? V
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Our Students are in safe hands

We are “Ofsted GOOD”



How will we support our Students in their 
final year of study? V

O   
I
C
E

● High expectations from the Sixth Form Team

● Students in the Sixth Form learn well, work hard and benefit 

from their teachers’ expertise

● The Curriculum is broader than the exam specification

● They benefit from a strong curriculum as they have plenty of 
opportunities to study a wide range of subjects



How will we support our Students in their 
final year of study? V
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● Students appreciate the team ethos in the Sixth Form and 
readily take positions of responsibility within the school 
community

●  Independent learning is well supported

● Strong subject knowledge/vocational knowledge. Students 

achieve well and are confident about their Learning 

Assessment practices were embedded well into lesson design.



What makes our Sixth Form Special
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Our academic support and pastoral care is strong, due to:

● Our Subject Mentors

● Our Tutors’ support and mentoring

● Our intervention programme

● Our post 18 support through careers and UCAS/Apprenticeship 

programme

● Our BEST support

● Our 16-19 Bursary



How to ensure you are 
“Upper Sixth Ready”? V
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End of Year 12 Assessments  

UCAS Grades and feedback  

Summer revision
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Students have four weeks to catch up any 
Lower Sixth content between now and the 
end of the term and six weeks in the 
summer to enable them to be “Upper 
Sixth Ready”, meaning greater chances of 
success next year.

Upper Sixth 
Transition 
Summer Work



Our students’ achievements to 
come…

Leavers 2022 March 2021 = bottom 25%
Leavers 2022 August 2022 = top 10%

YOU March 2023 = bottom 25%

How did Leavers 2022 managed to jump to top 10%?
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How did they do it?

● They attended all their lessons
● They embraced the intervention offered to them
● They used their iStudy periods productively 
● They utilised their lessons learning from each 

other 
● They never missed a mentoring session with their 

Subject Mentors or PD Tutors so they could use 
feedback to improve

● They simply “bought in”!
● They adopted a “Growth Mindset”
● They used their VOICE!
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Key Dates For You

Monday 4 to Friday 8 September Work Experience Week
Friday 29 September UCAS deadline for Early Applicants
Tuesday 3 October Meet the Tutor Evening
Wednesday 1 November UCAS deadline for all other applicants
Monday 6 to Friday 10 November  Pre-Public Examination 1
Tuesday 6 February Student Finance and Next Steps
Monday 12 to Friday 16 February Pre-Public Examination 2
Wednesday 20 March Parent/Carer Consultation Evening
Monday 13 May Public Examinations start
Friday 21 June Last Day for Upper Sixth
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Would you like to share your experience of being 
a Lower Sixth Parent/Carer?

Tuesday 26 September 
Lower Sixth Parent/Carer Information Evening
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