
EMBEDDING FORMATIVE ASSESSMENT

         “Every teacher needs to improve, not because they are not good enough, but because they can be even better.” 
Dylan Wiliam 

Here at Thorpe St Andrew School and Sixth Form, we know how it is important that teachers continually develop. Although our 
outcomes at GCSE and Sixth Form are already excellent, the school continues to offer all staff regular training and development 
to make those improvements.

We have invested in a new teacher development programme run by the Schools, Students and Teacher’s Network known as Embedding Formative 
Assessment (EFA) to support feedback and assessment.

What is EFA? A whole school approach to teaching that focuses in particular on the most effective and innovative ways in which teachers can give 
students feedback that will help them move forward in their learning.  

Why the EFA? As well as wanting to improve as teachers, we also want to continue to get better at helping our students improve the work they do in 
every lesson.  In line with the Broad Horizons Trust’s motto that “Time Matters”, we also know that school can be a very busy place.  We believe this is 
the best way to support teachers in continuing to help students get the best outcomes every day. 

Marking in school - The way in which students are assessed has changed drastically over the years.  Teachers will no longer just look at exercise books, 
make positive comments and give written feedback.  Who remembers being at school and getting back work and desperately looking for a score in red 
pen with no focus on how to improve?  The Education Endowment Foundation research tells us that “Feedback studies tend to show high effects on 
learning”, so this is the focus of all of our marking.

In school now, a range of different methods of feedback and assessment will be used by teachers to help your child progress.  Below are just a few that 
your child might recognise:

As you can see the main aim of this project is to give teachers the information they need to adapt their teaching, in order to help students move forward 
in their learning. 

Aspire - Aim High

Respect - Be KindThorpe Life
#WeAREThorpe

Required every day:
★ Chromebook
★ Photo-ID Lanyard
★ Black Pen
★ Pencil
★ Eraser
★ Ruler
★ Highlighter Pens
★ Glue Stick
★ A Pair of Scissors
★ A Packet of Tissues

Essential items required for school:

For Mathematics and Science Lessons:
★ Protractor
★ Compass

★ Calculator

Optional Equipment
★ Coloured Pencils

★ Coloured Pens

For Technology Lessons:

★ Apron

Please do not forget your water bottle.  Water 
dispensers are available for bottles to be refilled 
during transition, break and lunchtime.

Engage - Work Hard

Black History Month is Here!!

●

Our Book 
Review 

Tree

#ARERespectful
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The death of Sir Bobby Charlton was announced on the first 
Saturday of the Half Term Break. The tributes paid to Sir Bobby 
highlighted his modesty, his respect for others, and his gratitude 
for his background. It is hard to find positive male role models in 
today’s world, where footballers seem to further their careers in 
the gossip pages more than on the field of play, and where some 
have been involved in high-profile court cases alleging sexual 
violence and misogyny. Our young men are bombarded with 
messages from “influencers” who are looking to make commercial 
gain from their social media posts, and who promote hate of 
particular groups as a means to further their business. In our 
Monday Assembly, we focused on the virtues embodied in Sir 
Bobby, and invited our students to reflect on the need for these 
virtues in ourselves.

95% Positive ARE Points
this Year

Assessment 
Strategy

What is it? Benefit to the student? 

Whole Class Feedback The teacher will  look at all of the books in a class and offer feedback to 
the class asd a whole, based on common misconceptions.  

This allows all students to benefit from the feedback of the 
whole class and work on these targets together. 

Verbal feedback In class discussions and from looking at student’s work, a teacher is 
able to offer feedback in person. 

This is quick and direct and live, in the moment which 
research shows is the most effective.  Students are able to ask 
questions to help them understand the feedback more fully. 

Cold calling When asking a question, there is a ‘no hands up’ rule and the teacher 
carefully selects different students to answer different questions.  

When the teacher is clear about exactly what the class know 
and understand they can adapt their teaching to meet the 
needs of the class.  

Whole Class Response 
Systems

The teacher poses a question to check for understanding and everyone 
in the class responds at the same time.  This could be using: 
whiteboards, post it notes, coloured cards, a show of hands.  

The teacher knows in an instant which students have 
understood a concept and can then adapt their teaching 
accordingly.  

Do Now Retrieval A task at the start of every lesson that checks on previous learning. This helps students to store the key knowledge of any topic in 
their long term memory which is crucial for them as they 
prepare for terminal assessments.  

Low Stakes Quizzes A short and simple quiz on any given topic that tests the student’s 
knowledge.  This could be in exercise books, using Google forms or a 
website like Blooket or Kahoot.  Students prepare for these by revising 
Key Knowledge Sheets for homework.

Teachers can analyse the data from these quizzes, correct 
misconceptions and adapt teaching accordingly.  

                                       #WeAREHere
Our weekly attendance focus shifted this week from Careers opportunities to addressing missed learning. We took our 
inspiration from Heather Dorniden, a middle distance runner who famously fell just before the last lap of a 600m race. She 
picked herself up, and overhauled all the other competitors to win the race. We used a YouTube Short to tell her story - you 
can see it here. We know from the supportive meetings that we hold with parents and students when there is an attendance 
concern that one obstacle to a return to school is the fear of having fallen behind. Our message, inspired by Heather’s run, is 
that it’s never too late to begin that return to form. Teachers and BEST will help and encourage a student with catching up on 
lost learning, but we need parents’ support to help with home routines to plan for catch-up time. Our message in Form Time 
was “It’s never too late”.

https://www.instagram.com/thorpe_life/
https://twitter.com/tsas_norwich
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
mailto:office-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/tHzwRM0co_I
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/tHzwRM0co_I


Curriculum Week letters will 
be sent via email to parents by 

Friday 17 November 2023.

#WeAREThorpe
Aim High

U15 Boys’ Football Team won in the National Cup against 
Hellesdon

All our exciting new clubs can be found by following this LINK.

DO NOT DELAY JOIN A CLUB TODAY

Well done to all who have taken 
part in this first “live” house 
event. 

Year 7 Champion: Blue
Year 8 Champion: Blue

Lower School Champions: Blue

Year 9 Champion: Draw Blue and 
Green
Year 10 Champion: Green
Year 11 Champion: Draw Blue and 
Green

Upper School Champions: Green

Overall school Champions Total School Points
Blue: 1st 1150
Green: 2nd 1000
Yellow: 3rd 550

Whole School Behaviour points last week: 
94% positive! Well done.

Year 7 Happy Puzzle Day 
took place on Thursday 12 

October 2023 

Please follow this LINK for 
more information.

Students have been shown in assembly a new one way system for use on the North 
Site when leaving  Design Technology, English Mobiles and PE classrooms and 
reminded to “Keep Left” in hallways, stairwells and crossing siScience Explorers This 
June, we are offering the exciting chance for all enthusiastic scientists to get out of 
the classroom and expand their scientific brains all around the country. Ignite your 
curiosity, encourage scientific endeavour and spark your imagination! tes.  This is to 
reduce congestion and enable students to move around the school easily.  

farms@crownpointestate.co.uk

Please click here for Aspens’ Menus

Please click here for the Black 
History Month 2023 Poetry 

Entries and Winners.

 Friday 10 November 2023 - Year 9 Sports 
Leaders for Years 3 to 6 Cross Country

Monday 13 to Friday 17 November 2023 - Year 13 PPEs and 
Live GCSE Resits, Anti-Bullying Week

Monday 13 November 2023 - Year 11 Sixth Form Taster 
Day

Tuesday 14 November 2023 - Year 9 Netball v Sprowston
Wednesday 15 November 2023 - Year 9 Parent 
Consultation Evening, please click here to book 

appointments 
Thursday 16 November 2023 - Year 9 Critical Screening 12 

Angry Men
Friday 17 November 2023 - U13 Girls Football EFL Cup

Check out our website for future dates.

Please click on this LINK 
to see all our amazing 

entries. 

Click here for information about all our Clubs.

This week we have launched our exciting new X account 

@ThorpeSTEMM with a brilliant logo designed by Yasmine 

Blyth Year 8. Youth STEMM award students are researching 

and producing careers posters as part of the ‘Shaping your 

Future’ strand: highlighting the different routes people can 

take into their careers. Students are also finishing their 

entries to the ‘Fashion Fixers’ project where they have been 

creating STEMM solutions to the evolving problems fast 

fashion creates as well as finding sustainable alternative 

materials for clothing. 

Calling all Year 9 Students 
interested in signing up to DofE! 
Please click on this LINK for more 

information.

 Follow this LINK to read Matthew 
Meston’s article on the benefits of 

the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
Scheme.

“I would definitely encourage 
people to do The Duke of Edinburgh 
Award as it is a really good way to 

develop new skills as well as 
forming really good relationships 
with friends and other people in 

environments you wouldn't 
normally find yourself in.“   

Matthew Meston

Next week we will be celebrating Maths Week England, the largest Maths Festival in the World.  Throughout the 
week, students will be taking part in puzzles, competitions and problem solving activities, aimed at showing how 
maths can be fun and enjoyable for everyone; there is even the chance of winning some prizes!
More information is available via this LINK.  

Aspire

Respect

Engage

https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/09/After-School-Clubs-September-2023-1.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/10/Help-with-living-costs-A5-Leaflet-1.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/10/Help-with-living-costs-A5-Leaflet-1.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/thorpe_life/
https://twitter.com/tsas_norwich
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/
mailto:office-tsa@yare-edu.org.uk
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/10/Help-with-living-costs-A5-Leaflet-1.pdf
https://shorturl.at/zBMV8
https://shorturl.at/zBMV8
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/11/BHM-23-Poem-Anthology.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/11/BHM-23-Poem-Anthology.pdf
https://tsas.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/calendar/school-diary/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/11/Autumn-Photography-Competition-2023-All-House-Entries.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/11/Autumn-Photography-Competition-2023-All-House-Entries.pdf
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/1/2023/09/After-School-Clubs-September-2023-1.pdf
https://sites.google.com/yare-edu.org.uk/thorpe-dofe/home
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/blog/news-item/be-a-part-of-dofe/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/parents/friends-of-thorpe-st-andrew-school/
https://thorpestandrewschool.org.uk/parents/friends-of-thorpe-st-andrew-school/
https://mathsweekengland.co.uk/

